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Welcome to the Autumn Term at Chrysalis! 

Autumn Term 2022 

 

Hello to friends old and new!  

We hope you all received a little surprise in the post and have been busy preparing your ‘All 
About Me’ hearts to share with everyone in the first few weeks of term.   

We are so looking forward to getting to know you all a little bit better! 



Firstly, I must take this opportunity to once again thank everyone for the wonderful gifts 
and cards at the end of last term. It’s always a very emotional time when we lose so many 
children to big school. We are incredibly proud of our Class of 2022!  



After a few wobbles over the weather, we managed our first live Graduation Ceremony in 
two years. The children did us proud and much fun was had!   



We wish the leavers the best of luck as they begin their new learning adventures in their 
chosen schools. 

 

As usual, we have been taking photographs throughout the term of the activities that the 
children particularly enjoyed. 

 

Our project was ‘In the garden’ allowing the children to explore the nature that we 
find there. 



We started off with Bees – those important pollinators! Tying in very nicely with our cel-
ebrations for World Bee Day in May. 









We learnt about the different roles the drones, workers and the queen bee have in the 
hive.  

The children recreated this with some great role play, including waggle dancing! 

We made our own beehive, and the children tasted different types of honey. 



And we learnt about bee keeping.. 



Ladybirds are another popular garden visitor…  







and we love the colourful flowers that produce the pollen for the bees and other in-
sects to collect…  







We learnt that plants grow from seeds….. 





The children observed caterpillars as they grew in nursery, and we released the 

butterflies that emerged from the cocoons in the nursery garden…. 



..leading on to some great butterfly artwork! 



A Chrysalis favourite story, ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ tied in 

nicely and gave us great counting and role play opportunities. 





We learnt about prickly hedgehogs…  









Frogs… 







and foxes… 

Which led us to talk about the nocturnal garden including another nursery 

favourite book, ‘In the Night Garden’. Elaine made us a fantastic shadow puppet show, 
and the children loved having a go at creating their own.  





And searching for glow worms by torchlight was a huge hit! 



We also learnt about owls, those beautiful birds of the night… 



Colours and numbers are easily included in our garden studies…. 





Last term we especially focussed on cookery! 
Hands on cooking activities help children develop confidence and skill. Fine motor and eye-
hand coordination skills are developing by chopping, mixing, squeezing, and spreading. Cook-
ing encourages children’s thinking, problem-solving, and creativity.  

But most of all…. cooking is great fun, and the children love to try the things that they have 
made to eat. They made (and ate!)…. 

Banana bread…. 





Pizzas…  



Vegetable lasagne…  



Flapjacks…  

Biscuits…  



Cheesy baked bean jacket potatoes… 



Milk shakes and orange juice…  



and Fruit tarts…  



One of the highlights of last term had to be our Platinum Jubilee celebrations. 
Although I say so myself, the children were treated to a really fantastic week of celebra-
tions including a garden party with a traditional fair, including games like Hoopla, Hook a 
Duck and Splat the Rat! 

They made cucumber sandwiches and ‘strawberries and cream’ skewers with iced tea for 
their garden party… 





We also made scones with jam and cream – yummy! 



The children loved their al fresco party table… 



There were lots of ‘royal’ and British themed activities…. 



We had a royal scavenger hunt and played ‘Put the crown on the princess’…. 



and we made our own crowns to wear… 



I have to say the traditional fair with games and a food stall was definitely a Chrysalis best! 







The children even made their own Red Arrow planes and then later in the term were ex-
cited to glimpse the real thing from the nursery garden on a gorgeous summer’s day! 

All in all, a really fabulous week to mark this historic occasion. We hope that the chil-
dren will remember celebrating the Platinum Jubilee for years to come. 



On Father’s Day the children told their daddies that they loved them…. to the 

moon and back! 



Traditionally, in the summer term we try to move activities into the outdoors. Our 
new covered area at the back of the nursery has been great for providing us with some ex-
tra outdoor space we can use in most weather conditions.  

At Chrysalis, we provide a whole array of activities covering many different learning oppor-
tunities whilst our children are ‘playing’ outside….. 

Water play, keeping them cool whilst supporting lots of great mathematical con-

cepts. 





Mud pie kitchen! Who doesn’t like getting their hands dirty?! 



We always enjoy the magic of bubbles… 



We had an outdoor beauty parlour & foot spa… 





And I just couldn’t resist sharing this great photo of our lovely teacher Carol, getting pam-
pered by the children!! 

Threading is great for hand eye co-ordination and fine motor skills…  





Obstacle courses are great for problem solving, gross motor skills and 

co-operation…. 



Sand play…  



Building…  



Practicing our throwing & aiming skills… 



And the children always enjoy small outings for some fun on the field… 





Last term we continued to expand ideas for different themes in the children’s role play 
area. The children voted on what they would like, and these included… 

A pharmacy…. 



A pizza parlour…. 



a vet’s surgery…. 



And an ice cream parlour…. 

The benefits of role play for children en-
hance skills needed for healthy develop-
ment.  

Roleplay is a fun way for them to learn 
about themselves, others and their envi-
ronment while they learn important skills 
aiding cognitive and physical development. 



We continued to enjoy our Chrysalis regulars…. 
Blast Sport 
As ever Coach Scott provided some great structured sports and fitness coaching for the 
children. 





They love having a male teacher and last term were also lucky to have Nathan, Elaine’s son, 
working with them as bank staff.  

We need to say congratulations to Nathan who has just graduated with a 1st class honours 
degree in Sports Coaching, and is going on to do a PGCE to become a PE teacher.  

We’re very lucky to have him working with the children in nursery – they all love having him 
here.  

Well done Nathan – Chrysalis is proud of you! 



Dancing with Claire 
Claire always gets our heart rate up with her energetic dance and gymnastic sessions! 





 and Zoolab gave us a fantastic animal workshop… 



Lastly, but certainly not least, we welcomed back Barney, with excellent assistance from 

his daughter Anastasia, from the House of Maths. 
The children always really enjoy his fun maths-based workshops… 



Our Autumn term project will be ‘Me and my 
family’.  



This term we will be getting to know all about you and your family through the eyes of your 
child. Children get their primary sense of security from their family. They rely on you to 
make sure their basic needs, such as shelter, food, and clothing, are met. More than that, 
there is emotional security at home that your child will not find in any other place. 

We will be talking about how family can mean different things to different people. This will 
help the children to celebrate diversity and embrace others who may not be the same as 
themselves. 

There’s lots of lovely information about our project this term which you can read by click-
ing the link below. 

Link: Autumn Term Project – Me & My Family  

This term we will also be talking about Autumn and seasonal changes, and we’ll be hold-

ing our annual ‘Pumpkin Week’.  
 The children love taking part in lots of pumpkin-related activities to celebrate 

Harvest Time and the less scary aspects of Halloween. 

And the latter part of the term will be taken over with Christmas activities! 

We will be sending you infor-
mation about our planned 
Christmas events nearer to 
the time, please let us know 
in good time if you prefer 
your child not to take part. 

http://montessorinurseries.com/our-autumn-term-project-is-me-my-family/


Can you help us?… 
We’re having problems finding a photographer to take photos of our children and their 
siblings in nursery. Our previous chap, who was so brilliant with our children, is no longer 
doing out-of-studio work, and the replacement photographer we had arranged has injured 
her hand and doesn’t know if/when she will be returning to work! 

If anyone knows of a photographer that might fit the bill, please speak to me so that we 
can get in touch with them. Thank you!  

What do I need to bring to nursery? 
 
All your child needs to bring with them to nursery is: 

a water bottle (water only please)  
a lunch box (see note below) and  
a coat/sunhat depending on the weather 

Please ensure all items are NAMED.   

A session at Chrysalis can involve working with some very messy substances, such as 
paint, glue, sand and mud. Whilst we make every effort to protect clothing with aprons 
and waterproofs, please send your child to school in clothes that you don’t mind them 
getting messy in! 
We carry spares of everything on site from a change of clothes, wipes, nappies, sunhats 
etc.  In our continued effort to avoid too many items travelling to and from nursery we 
kindly request that children do NOT bring in any toys/teddies etc from home. 

 
A note on lunch boxes.  
Whilst we have a small fridge to accommodate the majority of lunch boxes that come in-
to nursery, others need to be stored in a cupboard at room temperature. Please can we 
request that ice packs are included in ALL children’s lunch boxes (which should also be of 
the insulated variety).  

Additionally, we are trying to reduce waste in the nursery as part of our commitment to 
reduce, reuse and recycle. Children are increasingly being given too much choice in their 
lunch boxes, and are often overwhelmed by the quantity of food leading to lots of food 
wastage. Please provide healthy food of age-appropriate quantities.  Snacks are provided 
by Chrysalis throughout the day and so no child will go hungry! 

We teach our children about healthy food choices, please support this by providing 
healthy options for them to eat in nursery. 



For further advice regarding portion size and healthy lunch box ideas please follow the link 
below: 

https://www.firststepsnutrition.org/eating-well-early-years  
 

Please can I remind parents that our lovely teacher, Julia has some hear-

ing difficulties. This may mean that if you telephone the nursery, she will pass you over to an-
other member of the team if it’s noisy and she is struggling to hear you. She also prefers 
to see your face when you’re talking to her, so that she can lip read if needs be, to add to 
what she hears. If you call her from behind, she may not necessarily hear you.  Please be 
mindful of this, many thanks.  

https://www.firststepsnutrition.org/eating-well-early-years


Some other important reminders...  
Contacting Chrysalis  
If you need to contact us before a session with important information (for instance at a 
weekend) please email chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk as this email is always checked 
by the first person to arrive on site in the mornings. 

Medication or injury BEFORE a session.  Please inform us if your child sustains any sort of 
injury or takes any medicine BEFORE attending a session with us.  You will be asked to fill 
out a short form in both instances or you can download a form from our website and email it 
to us before the start of the session, again to chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk  

If someone different (not named on your registration form as a designated collector of 
your child) needs to collect your child, please inform us of their name, a brief description 
and give us an agreed password which they can use in order for us to release your child to 
them.  Please also make anyone new picking up aware that they will be unable to use the 
Hayeswood Car Park to do so (see information below). 

Please be reminded our new fee rates from the Autumn Term will be: 

£6.50 per hour, for all unfunded hours. 
£2.20 per hour, additional service charge on all funded hours. 

 

Term and holiday dates for this academic year and the next are available 
through our website to assist with your forward planning.  

Link: Term & hols dates 

 

Nursery security.  

When entering nursery please always ring the bell (on wooden post next to blue gate) to gain 
our attention and make your presence known, and then please wait for us to allow you access 
rather than reaching round and letting yourselves in.   

Sometimes there may be a small wait if we are busy in the nursery, but we will answer your 
ring as soon as we can.   

When leaving the premises, please ensure the gate is always closed behind you.  Unfortu-
nately, due to the sandy nature of the ground we are situated on, the gate tends to ‘move’ 
during periods of rain or drought and sometimes the magnets on the gate may need gently 
pushing together to ensure they are ‘stuck’. Although our staff monitor the children at all 
times, an open gate is a security risk.  Please help us with this important safety matter by 
ensuring that it is not left open when you leave our outside area.  

 

Parking is STRICTLY PROHIBITED in Hayeswood School car park. Please ensure that 
everyone who drops off or collects your child is aware of this regulation, which is for the 
safety of all of our children and must be adhered to regardless of the weather. 

 

In the event we get an ‘Indian Summer’ during September there may still be the need to ap-

ply sun-cream to your child.  We use Asda Protect Kids Sensitive Formula Factor 

50.  We chose this cream because it also offers a 5-star UVA rating (the highest).  If you 
wish us to use an alternative sun-cream for your child you must provide a NAMED bottle 
that can remain on site at all times please. 

mailto:chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk
mailto:chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk
http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays-2/


And finally…. 
Chrysalis operates an ‘open door policy’ and your child’s Key Worker, and myself, are always 
happy to arrange a convenient time to discuss anything about your child’s development and 
wellbeing.  We also try as much as we can to pass on information on a daily basis through 
face-to-face contact, Tapestry and Facebook posts, noticeboards and mailchimps. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer everyone, we’re looking forward to seeing you in September! 

Kind regards 
 

Perdy x 

 
 
 


