
Childrens House 
Newsletter 
Autumn Term 2022 

Welcome back – it’s Autumn Term at the Children’s 
House!  

I hope that everybody had a great summer holiday? And for those of you joining us for the 
first time this term……. welcome, and we hope you enjoy our newsletter! 

 

Last term saw us wave goodbye to our school leavers. We are very proud of our Class of 
2022! 
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To celebrate, we held beach parties for all of the nursery children in the last week of term. 
Inflatables, water play, a paddling pool and beach tattoos made for a fun-filled week!  

We had party games, and the children loved making their own fruit juices and smoothies. 
Shaving foam was brilliant messy fun, and we had some great role play in the Children’s 
House Ice-cream Parlour! It was the perfect way to the end the term! 
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Everyone enjoyed the leavers ceremony in the garden, and a visit from an ice cream van ar-
ranged by Olly’s mum was a very welcome treat. 



We wish everyone good luck at their chosen schools – please let us know how you are getting 
on. 

I’d like to say thank you on behalf of all of the teachers for all of the wonderful cards and 
gifts at the end of term. It was such an emotional time, and we really appreciated your kind 
words. 

As usual, we’ll have a look at last term’s topics and activities which especially focussed on 

supporting the children’s learning in Science! 
I thought you might like to see some photos of the things we learnt about….. 

The forces of attraction and repulsion are easily demonstrated as the children experiment 

with magnets… 
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We discovered ice, which helped us to learn about solids and liquids… 
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Which led on to some great sink or float experiments, and helped us to learn about making 
predictions….  
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And we learnt that sponges are porous and can soak up water… 
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We also looked at how oil behaves in water…. 
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We watched a ‘volcano’ erupting… 
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and we did some fabulous colour mixing…. 
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Of course, we included lots of weighing and measuring activities… 
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We continued with our Space Project that complemented our science theme 

well… 
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The children carried out ‘Meteor Impact’ experiments… 
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Counted meteors… 
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Made edible space rockets…. 
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Went fishing for shooting stars…. 
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And made their own star and moon snacks! 
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There seemed to be an awful lot of alien beings in the Corfe Mullen vicinity! We wonder if 
NASA are aware?!! 
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Rocket shaped ice lollies kept us cool…. 
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And we simply couldn’t learn about the phases of the moon without the help of some Jaffa 
cakes….full moon, half moon, crescent moon…..total eclipse!! 



Continuing with the summer science theme, the children learnt about minibeasts and 

their life cycles.  





Ladybirds and butterflies helped us explain about symmetry. 





And the children learnt about the butterfly life cycle observing real caterpillars as they 
grew and then changed into a chrysalis, and then we released the butterflies that 
emerged outdoors. 







We also celebrated World Bee Day in May, when the children learnt about these 

important pollinators. They drew some fabulous bee pictures and tried honey at snack time. 
Yummy! 



The warmer weather in the summer term is always great for planting and 
growing activities with the children. 



We learnt about seeds and planted some of our own… 



We planted potatoes…. 



Which led on to some great print making using potatoes and carrots... 



And the children practiced their digging skills with some compost play…. 

The summer term is perfect for nature walks, which are great for spotting local 

minibeasts and plants. 





And to help us cool down and covering a wide range of learning areas, we always ensure lots 

of water play. Here the children are learning maths and science concepts and also 

enhancing their physical skills. Water play promotes social learning and cooperative effort, 
and enriches language. 







And our mud pie kitchen also supports these, and many other areas of learning, 

while the children enjoy getting their hands dirty!! 



As always, we have been looking at lots of ways for our children to develop their 

physical co-ordination, strength and stamina… 











Blast Sport supports this really well. The children really love having a male teacher 

and Coach Scott always brings lots of fun and laughter to his sports sessions…. 





And of course, Claire’s Dance classes which are high energy and very 

popular with the children, who love moving to music and trying simple gymnastics.   





In the lovely summer weather, the music doesn’t have to stop outside! 



Last term’s Zoolab visit was amazing! The children are always excited to be able to 

get up close and personal with the creatures they are learning about from the excellent Zo-
olab Rangers.  





One of the highlights of last term had to be the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee which we celebrated with the children. 

They loved the street-party vibe in nursery with Union Jack flags, scones with jam 
and cream and the children designed and wore their own crowns. We had lots of fun 
party games and were particularly impressed with the children’s great portraits of 
the Queen! 







Last term the children took pride making Father’s Day cards, and told us what 

they love about that very important man in their life….the Daddies! 





Puppet shows are a great way to build self-confidence and expand vocabulary in 

our little ones. Whether acting out well known stories or making up their own, children love 
to entertain their friends and start to understand concepts such as humour and making 
jokes. 



We had a great visit from Jessica, our local librarian who came in to read a story to 

the children and promote an early love of books. 

A big thank you to all of the families who took part in our Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
raising funds for Crackerjacks Children’s Charity….. 



and also, thanks to everyone who brought in donations for the Corfe Mullen 
Food Bank who were extremely grateful for our support with their important work 
helping those in need in our local community.  

The children and staff are very proud to support both of these charities.  

Lastly, but certainly not least, we welcomed Barney for his termly visit from the House 
of Maths. 
The children always really enjoy his workshops which teach them about numbers, shapes 
and patterns in really fun ways… 



Our project for the Autumn Term is ‘Animals 
around the World’.  



This is such a fabulous project as nearly all children are fascinated by the different types 
of animals we find around our planet. From a very young age we teach them about lions and 
tigers, elephants and hippos. Children’s literature is bursting with animal stories such as 
Elmer the Colourful Elephant, The Tiger who came to Tea, We’re going on a Bear Hunt etc 

The children have already been preparing some displays during the summer holidays to com-
plement our theme this term. We think they’re rather fab! 

 

If you would like some further information about our project, please click on the link to our 
website below. 

 

Link: Autumn Term Project – Animals around the World. 

http://montessorinurseries.com/our-autumn-term-project-is-animals-from-around-the-world/


We will also be talking about the season of Autumn  

and autumnal festivals such as Harvest,  

Halloween,  

Diwali  

and Fireworks Night 



and of course at the end of term, that exciting celebration….Christmas!  

We will be sending out information about our Christmas activities nearer to the time. 
Please do tell us as early as possible if you prefer your child not to take part in these.  

New for this term… 
We’re planning on introducing another small covered area in the nursery garden after the 
success of one recently built at our sister nursery. This will provide some additional shel-
ter for the children’s activities both in sunny or wet weather.  

The contractors will be carrying out the work over two weekends, and have assured us 
that everything will be left safely on site for the children in between times.  We’re hoping 
that they will be able to do the work fairly early in the Autumn Term so that the children 
will have the benefit of the new shelter as soon as possible. Fingers crossed and more 
news to follow. 

Can you help us?… 
We’re having problems finding a photographer to take photos of our children and their 
siblings in nursery. Our previous chap, who was so brilliant with our children, is no longer 
doing out-of-studio work, and the replacement photographer we had arranged has injured 
her hand and doesn’t know if/when 
she will be returning to work! 

If anyone knows of a photographer 
that might fit the bill, please speak 
to me so that we can get in touch 
with them. Thank you!  



A reminder about messy play at the Children’s House! 

A session at nursery can involve working with some very messy substances, such as paint, 
glue, sand and mud. Whilst we make every effort to protect clothing with aprons and water-
proofs, please send your child to school in clothes that you don’t mind them getting messy 
in. At the Children’s House we strongly believe that the marks on your child’s clothes, the 
pockets filled with sand and the paint in their hair are the indicators of future architects, 
artists and scientists in training! 

Things to remember! 

Please ensure that all contact information that we have for you in nursery 
is up to date. This includes yourself and all other emergency contacts. 

  

To help us to keep drop off times to a minimum, if you have any information to pass to 
us, where possible please send this via email to me at 
stacey@montessorinurseries.co.uk before arrival. Very lengthy conversations at the 
door can hold up families who need to get to work, and keep us away from our most 
important customers – the children! 

‘Existing injury’ and ‘New Medicine’ forms can be downloaded from our website and 
either emailed, or brought into nursery pre-completed to save you time when drop-
ping your child. 

Link: Existing Injury Form 

Link: New medicine Form 

If someone different (not named on your registration form as a designated collector 
of your child) needs to collect your child, please inform us of their name, a brief de-
scription and give us an agreed password which they can use in order for us to re-
lease your child to them. 

 

mailto:stacey@montessorinurseries.co.uk
http://montessorinurseries.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/CH-Accident-Report-Existing-Injury-on-Arrival-to-Nursery.docx
http://montessorinurseries.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/CH-Medicine-Form.docx


Please be reminded that our new fee rates from the Autumn Term will be: 
£6.50 per hour, for all unfunded hours. 
£2.20 per hour, additional service charge on all funded hours. 
 

Our term and holiday dates for this academic year and the next are 
available on our website for your forward planning, by following the link below.  

Link: to website 

 
As the weather can sometimes still be quite 

warm in September;  
Please ensure that you have a NAMED 

sunhat which can be left in nursery 
at all times for your child to wear 
outdoors.  

Please be sure to put a cool pack in your 
child's lunch box.  

If you haven't provided a NAMED suit-
able sun protection for your child's 
use, we will apply our nursery sun 
cream - Asda Protect Kids Sensitive 
sun cream SPF 50, regularly 
throughout the day when required. 

And finally… 
The Children’s House operates an ‘open door policy’ and Kirsty, myself or your child’s Key 
Worker, are always happy to arrange a convenient time to discuss anything about your 
child’s development and wellbeing.  We also try as much as we can to pass on information on 
a daily basis through face-to-face contact, Tapestry and Facebook posts, noticeboards and 
mailchimps. 

I’ll leave you with some lovely photos of the children enjoying some of our Montessori activ-
ities from last term. We love the expressions of concentration and pleasure on their faces, 
as they enjoy using the dedicated equipment developing their physical and mental skills.  

“The child, making use of all that he finds around him, shapes himself for the future.”  
- Maria Montessori. 

http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays/






Enjoy the end of the summer holidays 
everyone, and we really look forward to 
seeing you all at the start of term! 

Kind regards 

Stacey X 


