Childrens House
Newsletter
Summer Term 2022

A very big welcome to all our families, new and old, to an action-packed Summer Term at

The Children’s House!

The warmer days ahead will be filled with busy children in the nursery, and particularly in
the garden and outdoors.
As well as continuing with our Space themed project there will be planting and growing activities, minibeast life cycles and a whole range of science experiments to keep our little
ones engrossed in their play and learning.

Last term the children really embraced their Space project. I thought you might like to
see some photos of the activities they enjoyed.
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They learnt about The Sun…
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The Earth…

The Moon…

We made moon dust craters…..

And some great mark making in ‘moon dust’..
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We learnt about the stars…..

The children loved making twinkling star constellations in the shape of their initials.
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And from the Children’s House ‘space station’ we guided our rockets to discover some
aliens from other galaxies!
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Last term we also celebrated love in the Children’s House romantic restaurant. And we were
loving all things heart-shaped, for Valentine’s Day…
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Chinese New Year celebrations are always popular, and last term the children learnt

that 2022 is the Year of the Tiger! They enjoyed trying noodles and rice, and created some
excellent Chinese writing.
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Some lovely early Springtime sunshine saw us looking at how nature changes outside and
the children made some fantastic still life paintings of the yellow daffodils that were growing in the nursery garden. They also made some fluffy spring lambs, and excellent paintings
of tulips using forks as a tool.
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Mark making with chalks in the spring sunshine proved to be very popular.
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and nature walks took us on woodland adventures and gave us great natural arts resources
to experiment with…
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The warmer weather ahead will provide us with lots of opportunities for planting and growing projects in the nursery garden.

Our children love to get their hands dirty and take great delight in watching the new
growth as they water and care for their plants.
We’ve already begun some planting in the nursery garden and will be continuing this as the
weather improves.

This term we will be particularly focussing
on the science of gardening.
For example, looking at growing seeds in
different areas around the classroom (dark
and light places) and how this affects their
growth.
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I need to say a huge thank you to all of the families who helped us with fund raising, or
bringing in donations, for various charities that the children supported last term.

For Crackerjacks the Children’s Trust, the children dressing up donations and a contribution from Mike and Che the nursery owners, raised £150.57
Fab costumes guys…
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Thank you for your generous donations
to the Corfe Mullen Food bank….

And we also managed to raise £80.00 with our disco party on Red Nose Day for Comic Relief. Great work everyone!!
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As usual last term we had a really fun workshop from Barney’s House of Maths. Barney’s presentations are particularly geared to our early years age group, and we’re always
amazed at how much laughter Barney brings whilst teaching our children simple maths concepts.
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Zoolab never fail to delight with their range of different creatures and fascinating facts.
The children don’t seem to tire of the chance to touch and even hold the animals. We are
amazed at how brave they are!
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We are always looking for ways to keep our children fit and active…

Structured sports coaching and physical fitness with Coach Scott of Blast Sport….
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High energy movement to music and gymnastics, in Dancing with Claire classes….
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Parachute play…..

And of course, lots of fun outdoors …

Last term as many of you know, we had our first Ofsted Inspection as a team, and my
first as leader of the nursery. I’m delighted to report that we were awarded ‘Good’ in all
areas with the Inspector commenting that she had seen many excellent examples of teaching and interactions between our staff and children throughout the day she spent with us.
Please do take a look at the report by following the link below. If you have not already read
it there are some really nice comments. I am so proud of the whole team.
Link: Ofsted report

Last term we also welcomed Taylor
Carpenter to the Children’s House
team.
Some of you will have already met Taylor who has become very popular with
our children.
She is currently studying for an Apprenticeship in Early Years with us and
we’re very happy to welcome her on
board.

And I simply can’t leave out some brilliant photos of the children (and staff!) last term
dressed as their favourite book characters on World Book Day…

For the Summer Term we will be continuing our Space project with the children. They will
be discovering black holes, meteors and comets! If you haven’t already looked, there’s some
information about this project on our website.….
Link: Summer term project

This term we will also be focussing on Science. We will be carrying out simple experiments
with the children and talking about what a prediction is, and how we can make one. We will
be using magnets and talking about the forces of attraction and repulsion. The children will
be searching for things that are magnetic in the classroom.
We will also be carrying out some sink or float experiments, and looking at lava lamps and
volcanic eruptions.

Discussions about life cycles will be included in our
science learning, including
hatching real-life butterflies from caterpillars in
the nursery.

Parent Questionnaire

We are constantly striving to improve the service that we offer to our families, and welcome feedback from our parents. We would be grateful if you could take the time to complete our short survey and we’ll let you know the results in due course. This helps us to
maintain our high standards of care and lets us know what we’re doing right, and what we
can improve upon. Thank you for your help with this.
Link: Parent Questionnaire

Nursery photographer Some of you have been asking about having your child’s photo-

graph taken in nursery. Unfortunately, the new photographer we had arranged to work with
us before the pandemic stopped everything in its tracks, has had an accident affecting her
hand and is unable to say when she will be fit enough to work again.
We have been struggling to find another local children’s photographer who is able to take on
our two nurseries. If anyone knows of a good local photographer, who would be able to come
in to both the Children’s House and our sister nursery Chrysalis in Colehill, to photograph
our children, please do let me know.

Things to remember!
School News - hopefully, over the Easter holidays our older children will have found

out which first school’s they will be attending from September. Please do let us know
which school your child will be attending as we begin helping to prepare them for this
important transition. We will be providing lots of role play, and encouraging independence to prepare our children for exciting days ahead.
We have a leaflet with some tips for helping you prepare your child for a smooth
transition….

Link: I'm Ready For School Leaflet

Some of you have already signed up for our Parent’s evening in May for all
children moving on to big school. This will give you an opportunity to look at your
child’s work and discuss their progress.
If you haven’t done so already, please sign up in nursery for a slot to see your
child’s key worker on:

Monday 23rd May – Kirsty’s group
Wednesday 25th May – Stacey’s group
Our School Leavers Garden Party is always great fun and gives our older
children a chance to say goodbye to their friends and teachers. This is held towards
the very end of term and we will send out further information with dates and times
as soon as possible.
We will be inviting all children to wear fancy dress to nursery during the last
week of term. Further information about this to follow.

Sun cream

With the warmer weather (hopefully) approaching we would
like to remind all parents to ensure children attend
nursery with an appropriate, NAMED, sun hat at all
times.
This summer we will be using Asda’s Protect Kids Sensitive
SPF Sunscreen Formula at the Children’s House. This
sun lotion has the highest, 5 star, UVA rating and has
been dermatologically tested and developed for children’s delicate and sensitive skin.
If you wish for us NOT to use this cream on your child
please provide a NAMED bottle of your preferred suncream that can remain on site at ALL times.
Please do inform us if your child has taken any medication
or sustained any injury prior to a session with us. You
will be asked to fill out a quick form at drop off and for
your ease these forms can also be downloaded and printed out from our website

Link: CH Pre-existing injury Form
Link: CH Medication Form
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Please remember that it’s against Rushcombe School regulations to access the
nursery by the steep slope leading from the staff entrance in Hanham Road. Parking
is strictly prohibited in the staff car park, or in the area at the bottom of the slope,
regardless of weather conditions.
Please be certain that everyone who drops or collects your child is aware of this rule to
ensure the safety of all of the children, and maintain our good relations with the
school. Rushcombe School Rules are a condition of attending the nursery and can be
seen by following the link below.

Link: Rushcombe School Rules
Up to date contact information - It’s so important that yours and your emer-

gency contact’s details are kept up-to-date so that we can get in touch with you
should there be any need to. Please check that the information we have on our records is correct.

Nursery term and holiday dates - The term and holiday dates for this academic

year and the next are available through our website to assist with your forward planning.

Please be aware that this year the late Spring bank holiday has been moved to
Thursday 2nd June and there is an additional bank holiday on Friday 3rd June
for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

Link: Childrens House Hours, Fees & Holidays
And finally…..

I can hardly believe that in February I celebrated my one-year anniversary as Principal of
the Children’s House! The time has flown past, and I’ve loved (nearly!) every minute. Thank
you to my amazing team of staff who are all incredible, and our fantastic bank team who
support us so well!
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We’re really looking forward to the longer warm
summer days ahead. There is always lots to keep
our little ones busy in the Summer Term.
If any parents have ideas for things that the
children might like to include as part of their
learning this term, please do speak to a teacher.
We are always pleased to hear about your child’s
favourite stories and songs, and we like to include activity ideas from home. If any of you
have an interesting job or hobby, we would love
to welcome you into nursery to give the children
a small talk.
Kirsty, myself or your child’s key worker are always happy to discuss any queries you might have
concerning your child’s welfare or progress with
us. Please ask if you would like to arrange a convenient time to do so.
So, let’s get on with the show and a fabulous,
flowery fun-filled Summer Term ahead!
Kind regards

Stacey X

