Situated in the grounds of:-

Hayeswood First School
Cutlers Place

Colehill, Wimborne
Dorset, BH21 2HN

Tel: 01202 880990 in school hours

Coronavirus Response Policy.

Due to the continuing risk of Coronavirus infection, we are now advising the following
operational procedures with respect to minimising risks during this or other similar
pandemics.

Reassuring children’s happiness and wellbeing

We need to assure parents that we will be doing everything in our power to provide a
safe, happy and fun environment for their children whilst protecting everyone in the
nursery community to the best of our abilities.

Dropping off and collecting children

Parents and carers are requested to wear a face covering when dropping and
collecting their child and within the nursery grounds. Staff will also wear face
coverings at these times.

Upon arrival at the nursery parents are to ring the bell at the nursery gate to
notify staff in the building of their presence.

A member of staff will greet parents at the bottom of the slope and the child’'s
temperature will be checked. Any child whose temperature is outside of normal
range ie 38° or above will not be allowed to attend nursery and will be asked to
self-isolate at home whilst obtaining a PCR test.

All of our staff will also have their temperatures checked on arrival at work and
will not be allowed to work if they have a raised temperature that could
indicate a fever, and will be asked to self-isolate at home whilst obtaining a
PCR test.

We are aware that temperature checking is not a fail-safe measure for
preventing transmission of Coronavirus and hasn’t formed a part of the
guidance that nurseries have been given. However, we feel that it gives us
another tool, and a possible indicator of infection source in the nursery that may
be avoided.

Parents will be not be allowed to enter the nursery building.
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e |If parents have any important information to pass to the nursery staff they will
need to send this via email to chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk before
arrival, or pass a note to staff on arrival at nursery, or if they need to speak to
someone in person we will book an appointment for them to do this in the
nursery outdoor area for a mutually convenient time. We will not be able to
have lengthy discussions with parents in the queue as this will cause
unnecessary hold-ups.

Nursery Procedures
e We will continue to uphold stringent cleaning and hygiene practices within the
nursery including

o implementing washing hands more often than usual and helping our
children to develop good hand washing practice

o ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill
it approach

o regularly cleaning frequently touched surfaces and equipment

o hand sterilisation gel will be available on site to supplement regular
hand washing with soap and water

¢ Children must not bring toys or personal items from home into nursery,
including spare clothes as we have plenty of these on site. If a child has been
sent home wearing any items of nursery clothing these must be washed and
returned to nursery as quickly as possible.

e We will continue to suspend our normal free-flow snacking and will be having
group snack times to ensure careful hand hygiene

e All children must bring a named and easily identifiable water bottle to nursery
which will be available for their use throughout the day. Children will be asked
to bring their normal packed lunch in an insulated named lunch box if they are
attending with us for lunch or tea. All nappies, wipes and creams will be
provided by the nursery.

e We will be organising as many activities as possible in the outdoor
environment as this also helps to minimise risk of infection. Once all children
have arrived, we will be keeping the nursery doors open as much as possible
to allow for free-flow play in the outdoors and provide good ventilation to the
nursery building. We have a CO2 monitor to help ensure good air flow through
the building.

e The NDNA are continuing to advise that it is not necessary for our staff to
wear face masks or PPE in nursery unless they are carrying out any activities
where we would normally ask them to do so e.g. caring for a child who has
developed symptoms in nursery whilst waiting for a parent to collect them.
Face masks are not appropriate for use in very young children as they can
cause breathing difficulties and problems with cross-contamination, so
children will not be taken in to nursery wearing a mask.


mailto:chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk

What happens if someone becomes unwell in the nursery?
If any child becomes unwell with any of the following symptoms:
1. New, continuous cough
2. A high temperature
3. Aloss or change to sense of smell or taste

We will contact the parent urgently to come and collect their child.

They will be supervised by a member of our team in the nursery quiet room and we
will of course minimise any anxiety by distracting with toys and books until the parent
arrives. The room where the child has been isolated will be thoroughly cleaned once
the child has been collected.

The child will be required to self-isolate and undertake a PCR test. If the result is
negative, the child may return to nursery if they are feeling well. If the result is
positive the child will be required to self-isolate for 10 days from the start of
symptoms. You can stop self-isolating at the start of day 6 if you get 2 negative rapid
lateral flow test results on days 5 and 6 and do not have a temperature. Tests must
be at least 24 hours apatrt. If either test is positive, walit 24 hours before testing
again.

Lateral flow tests are not normally required for children under the age of 5
years, but if taken at parental discretion, may allow for a shorter self-isolation
period.

If a child or staff member receives a positive PCR test result;

e We will report this to Public Health Dorset, Ofsted and the Early Years Team at
Dorset Council. In the event of more than one case we will obtain advice from
Public Health Dorset and Dorset Council.

e We will report any positive cases within nursery to the Self-Isolation Hub (Tel:
020 3743 6715) enabling all contacts identified to be formally logged with NHS
Test & Trace who are responsible for contacting close contacts to positive
cases.

Direct contacts of positive cases
Close contacts who are exempt from self-isolation

If you are informed that you are a contact of someone who has had a positive test
result for COVID-19, you will not be required to self-isolate, and are therefore
exempt, if any of the following apply:

« you are fully vaccinated (14 days after the second dose for two-dose vaccines)

* you are below 18 years 6 months

* you have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial
* you are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons

Daily testing for contacts of COVID-19 (DTCC)



Close contacts who are exempt from self-isolation are strongly encouraged to take
daily LFD tests for 7 days, or until 10 days since their last contact with the person
who tested positive if this is earlier. These daily tests should be taken before the
individual leaves the household for the first time that day.

Those who are advised to do DTCC are:

1. Fully vaccinated household and non-household adult contacts

2. Close contacts aged 5 years to 18 years and 6 months

3. Residents of England who are notified as a close contact whilst in England. If you
are identified as a close contact whilst resident in another country you must follow
the local guidance

4. If you are fully vaccinated and identified as a contact whilst on a plane, when
returning home from abroad

Children under 5 years old are not recommended to take daily LFD tests if they
have been identified as a close contact of a positive case, but they should limit
their contact with anyone who is at higher risk of severe illness if infected with
COVID-19.

They are also recommended to arrange a PCR test if the positive case is a
member of their household. They do not need to self-isolate whilst awaiting
the results of this PCR test.

Where we have identified a positive case or cases in nursery, we will continue
to request that children who have been close contacts obtain a PCR test. This
is not mandatory, but an additional safety measure that we will encourage
parents to comply with.

If a close contact who is exempt from self-isolation tests positive on an LFD test and
is experiencing no symptoms, they must immediately self-isolate at home but no
longer require a confirmatory PCR test.

Close contacts who obtain a negative LFD result, are also strongly advised to:

* limit close contact with people outside their household, especially in crowded,
enclosed or poorly ventilated spaces

» work from home if they are able to

» wear a face covering in crowded, enclosed or poorly ventilated spaces and where
they are in close contact with other people

* limit contact with anyone who is at higher risk of severe illness if infected with
COVID- 19

« follow the guidance on how to stay safe and help prevent the spread

Children and young people aged under 18 years 6 months who usually attend an
education or childcare setting and who have been identified as a close contact
should continue to attend the setting as normal. If a close contact, regardless of
self-isolation exemption status, develops any of the three key symptoms at
any time, even if these are mild, they must self-isolate immediately and
arrange to have a PCR test.

Close contacts who are NOT exempt from self-isolation



Close contacts who are not exempt from self-isolation are legally required to stay at
home to self-isolate for 10 days from the date of the last contact with the positive
case (classed as day 0). Non-exempt close contacts are also advised to take a
single PCR test whilst they are self-isolating, as they will be at higher risk of being
infected. Even if the PCR test result is negative, they must continue to self-isolate for
the duration of the 10-day self-isolation period.

A ‘close contact’ is a person who has been close to someone who has tested
positive for COVID-19 anytime from 2 days before the person was symptomatic and
up to 10 days from the onset of symptoms.

For example, a contact in the setting can be:

» anyone who lives in the same household as another person who has COVID-19
symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19

» anyone who has had any of the following types of contact with someone who has
tested positive for COVID-19:

- face-to-face contact including being coughed on or having a face-to-face
conversation within one metre

- been within one metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact

- been within 2 metres of someone for more than 15 minutes (either as a one-off
contact, or added up together over one day)

* a person may also be a close contact if they have travelled in the same vehicle or
plan as a person who has tested positive for COVID-19. Remember, contact might
occur when travelling or on breaks.

Please do click below to read the Government’s detailed document giving guidance
to households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infections:

Stay at home guidance

Staff Testing

All staff carry out twice weekly Lateral Flow Tests.

Should any of them present a positive result, we may need to close the nursery at
very short notice if replacement staffing cannot be found. Staff must advise Perdy &
Che as soon as possible after receiving a positive result. Parents will be notified by
email at the earliest opportunity of any closure due to staff shortages.

For staff members who test positive with a Lateral Flow Test, they should self-isolate
for either 5 or up to 10 days.

Staff who are fully vaccinated may be able to end their self-isolation period
before the end of 10 full days. You can stop self-isolating at the start of day 6 if you
get 2 negative rapid lateral flow test results on days 5 and 6 and do not have a
temperature. Tests must be at least 24 hours apart. If either test is positive, wait 24
hours before testing again.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
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A LFD test should not be taken before the fifth day of their isolation period, and self-
isolation should only end after 2 consecutive negative LFT’s which should be taken
at least 24 hours apart. Testing should stop after 2 consecutive negative test results
or after 10 days. If the LFD is still showing a positive result after Day 10 there is no
longer a requirement to self-isolate unless there is still fever, or feeling generally
unwell. In this instance medical advice should be sought.

Families and staff should report their LFD test results after taking each test. All LFD
test results should be reported through the Online Reporting System and to the
setting. Parents and guardians should be asked to acquire LFD test kits by ordering
online, or collecting via their local pharmacy or community testing site.

Staff Vaccinations

Staff must advise the nursery of their vaccination status. Although we do not have a
mandatory vaccination clause in our employment contracts, we will encourage all
staff to seek out vaccinations whenever appropriate, through discussions and
pointing them to relevant sources of medical advice. Time off for attending
appointments to access vaccinations should be given wherever possible.

January 2022.
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