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Welcome to the Spring Term 2022 at 
Children’s House!  

We’d like to wish all our families, new and old, a very happy New Year! We hope you all enjoyed the 
festive season, and are ready to ‘spring’ into an exciting term ahead! 

Firstly, I have to say a big thank you from everyone, for the lovely Christmas gifts and cards. You 
have been so kind! 

The run up to Christmas was a very busy and exciting time. The children did brilliantly well when we 
recorded their carol concerts for you to watch – WELL DONE to everyone!  

In the last week of term, we had Christmas parties with party food and games every day – the 
teachers were certainly in need of their holiday by the end of the week! 
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One of the highlights for the children was decorating the nursery Christmas tree. 
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Last term Autumn gave us great opportunities to look at the changing seasons and how our local 
plants and trees prepare for winter.  



We encourage the children to experience this outdoors. Nature walks are a good way of spotting 
the signs of Autumn, and for collecting natural arts and crafts materials. 
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Our project last term was ‘All About Me’.  
The children were keen to take part in this project supporting self-awareness and personal develop-
ment. They were encouraged to notice the similarities and differences between themselves and 
their friends, their own and other’s families and the things they like to do. 
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We enjoyed a wide range of topics. Discussions about family pets and family holidays were very 
popular with the children, who were keen to share with their friends.  

We also talked about the differences in our bodies – how tall we are, the size of our hands and 
feet, the colour and texture of our hair. 
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As part of learning about our senses we tested our sense of taste by trying foods with a strong 
taste or smell.  

We also tasted foods from countries that some of our nursery families have connections with.  
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And most importantly, we learnt how to properly brush and look after our teeth and gums. 

As part of our discussions about family holidays we made our own passports, and ‘flew’ away on a 
plane. 
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We talked about what other types of transport we might use to go on holiday, and the children built 
a Hogwarts train to travel on. 
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Camping was an especially popular family holiday, so we set up a nursery campsite with a campfire for 
toasting marshmallows! 
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Our ‘All About Me’ Zoolab workshop tied in well with our theme. We were very pleased to 
welcome all the creatures back to nursery. 



Page 15 

For Halloween we celebrated the wonderful pumpkin! 
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Fireworks Night gave us opportunities for fire safety discussions. Making colourful firework 
art with paint spinning, and using our coloured ribbons to become exploding fireworks with lots of 
accompanying pops, whizzes and bangs, often helps children to feel less nervous about the loud 
bangs we hear at this time of year.  
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We also enjoyed a visit from the much-loved Barney of the House of Maths, who introduces 
our children to fun maths concepts that support their learning and gives them confidence when go-
ing to school.  
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We also raised money for the charity Children in Need, which supports many initiatives 
around the UK helping children and young people.  

Charity days provide good learning opportunities for children. This year we held a Pudsey Pyjama 
Party Week. 

Thank you to everyone who wore their pyjamas and donated.  

Che and Mike, our owners have boosted our collection by £100 and we were proud to contribute 

£218.13 on behalf of the nursery and its families. Great work everyone! 
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As part of learning more about our world, on Remembrance Day the children made poppies 
like the ones that grew on the battlefields in the wars. 
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As always, and particularly during the pandemic, we’ve been thinking of ways to get busy outdoors.  

Most of our nursery activities can be enjoyed outdoors, children love the freedom of learning in 
this environment.  

Popular outdoor activities last term supporting physical development and gross motor 
skills were… 

Sit and Rides… 
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Garden yoga… 
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Garden water wall… 

We can even enjoy music in the garden as the children experiment with sound, tempo and 

VOLUME(!) with our Garden music wall… 
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Emotional wellbeing in our young ones is as important as physical health, and we encourage 
the children to talk about their feelings with the use of photographs, mirrors and emoticons. 
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Last term saw us start using Tapestry, an online tool for reporting children’s development.  

Our teachers are pleased to be able to share videos and photos with you, charting your child’s pro-
gress.  

The online reporting is much quicker and easier for them.  

We hope that you are enjoying being able to access your child’s Learning Journal whenever it’s con-
venient for you.  

Please do make use of the option for parents to leave comments and upload evidence of your child’s 
milestones at home for us to see.  

Our Facebook page has been a great success with many of you enjoying the posts and photos. 
Please do continue to ‘like’ our page and leave positive reviews, so we can spread the word that the 
Children’s House is a great place for children! Click on the logo below to see it! 

https://www.facebook.com/Childrens-House-Montessori-School-105732794661613
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Our project for the Spring Term is ‘Space!’ 

An exciting adventure is planned for our young astronauts this term, as we focus on all things extra-
terrestrial! The sun, the moon and the stars are a great start for teaching young children about this 
topic as they can be seen in the sky and provoke lots of questions from our little ones. 
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There are lots of great activities that will ignite our children’s curiosity about space.  

 

If you would like some further information about the types of things we will be doing in nursery, 
and for you to enjoy at home with your child, please follow the link to our Space Project infor-
mation below… 

 

Link: Spring Term Project is Space 

This term we’ll also be looking at how the seasons begin to change from cold wintry weather 
when we return in January, to the warmer Spring days as we head towards Easter.  

http://montessorinurseries.com/our-project-for-the-spring-term-is-space/
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We will also include other seasonal based celebrations such as Chinese New Year and Mother’s Day.  

Chinese New Year 2022 will be celebrating The Year of the 
Tiger!  

This festival is celebrated by over ¼ of the world’s population and we will be encouraging our chil-
dren to take part with dragon and lion dancing, lantern making and tasting some Chinese foods! 

Mother’s Day is the perfect opportunity to celebrate one of the most important people in our 
children’s lives…the lovely mummies! The children like to tell us what makes their mummy particular-
ly special, and why they love her so much. 
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Easter sees the children taking part in egg and spoon races, Easter arts and crafts, egg hunts 
and some chocolatey cookery activities! 

Some important reminders... 
• Applying for school places 2022: Please be aware that parents with children due 
to start school for the first time in September 2022 will need to apply for their child’s school place 
by 15 January 2022. Parents must apply by this deadline for the best chance of getting a place 
at their preferred school. 

• Please ensure that the contact details that we have for you in nursery are up to date with any 
changes to telephone numbers, addresses etc It’s vital that we are able to get hold of you in an 
emergency. 

• 30-hr funding: Hopefully by now, all parents who are newly 30hr-funded in January will 
have passed their HMRC code to the nursery. Codes with a start date after 31st December 2021 will 
not be valid until the Summer Term (April 2022). 

If you’re already 30-hr funded, you’ll need to pass a valid renewal date to the nursery as soon as 
possible if yours expires before the start of next term on 4th January 2022. 

Please remember that it’s against Rushcombe School regulations to access the nursery by the steep 
slope leading from the staff entrance in Hanham Road. Parking is strictly prohibited in the staff 
car park, or in the area at the bottom of the slope, regardless of weather conditions. Parents 
should follow the marked footpath when accessing the nursery. 

Please be certain that everyone who drops or collects your child is aware of these rules to ensure 
the safety of all of the children, and maintain our good relations with the school.  

Rushcombe School Rules are a condition of attending the nursery and can be seen by following the 
link below.  

Link: Rushcombe School Rules 

The term and holiday dates for this academic year and the next are available on our website to as-
sist with your forward planning. 

Link: Childrens House Hours, Fees & Holidays 

http://montessorinurseries.com/rushcombe-school/
http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays/


Staffing changes 
We will be saying goodbye to Carol Hoare as a permanent member of our team. Carol will remain 
working as bank staff for both our nurseries covering for staff absence. We wish her every happi-
ness as she spends more time at home with her family and dog! You will probably see Carol from 
time to time in nursery. Children who were previously Carol’s Key Children will be allocated new Key 
workers from January. 
 
Recruitment opportunities 
We are still looking to recruit both permanent part-time staff, and bank staff to provide backup 
cover for the nursery. If you know of anyone who might be interested in working for us, please do 
put us in touch. There are currently recruitment adverts for both these positions on the Dorset 
Childcare Jobs website and our Facebook page.  

 
And finally........ 
If you have anything you wish to discuss about your child’s welfare or development, please speak to 
myself, Kirsty or your child’s key worker. We are always happy to arrange a convenient time to talk 
with you.  

For general information about the nursery our website is always a good first port of call……. 

www.montessorinurseries.co.uk 
 

We’re really excited about the Spring term ahead and hope that 2022 is happy and rewarding for 
all of our families.  

Kind regards 

Stacey X 

http://www.montessorinurseries.co.uk

