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A big welcome to the Autumn term at Chrysalis for friends old and new! We’re looking for-
ward to hearing all about your summer adventures and getting to know our new children and 
families.   

 

Firstly, I must take this opportunity to once again thank the class of 2021 (leavers and cur-
rent children) for all their wonderful gifts and cards at the end of last term – they were so 
thoughtful and very much appreciated by all the staff.   

 

We were lucky enough to host a ‘Zoom’ graduation ceremony for our leavers and whilst the 
video may have been a little chaotic, the children, as always, did us proud and much fun was 
had!  We wish the leavers the best of luck as they begin their new learning adventures in 
their Reception classes. 

It’s the Autumn Term at Chrysalis! 

Autumn Term 2021 



We included lots of activities last term to help this important transition to go as smoothly 
as possible for our Class of 2021. 



As ever, I’ll start off by sharing some fabulous photos of the children enjoying last term’s 
activities. 

Our ‘Around the World’ project was so extensive we could have carried on for 
much longer! I thought you’d enjoy seeing some photos of our travelling adventures with the 
children. 



There simply isn’t enough room to show you every country the children ‘visited’ during the 
term, but here is a selection of some of the best… 

Spain 



We tried flamenco dancing… 



and learnt about the artists Gaudi…. 



and Picasso… 



Japan 







Hawaii 





Myanmar 



Italy 









Poland 

We learnt that potatoes are a very big part of Polish cuisine and culture, and we made our 
own potato prints and recognised the letter ‘P’ that starts both words….. Poland and potato! 



China 





Antarctica 





We even learnt to waddle like a penguin!! 



America 

One of the highlights was decorating our own native American totem pole! 



France 



Including our bakers supplying Café Francais! 



Traditionally the summer term is the best time to move our learning and play to the great 

outdoors and last term was certainly no exception even though the weather was a bit 
patchy! 









The children enjoyed setting up our own al fresco laundrette and car wash! 



Channels are such a great resource with a wide scope for use in many outdoor 
activities… 





And for pure magical genius…. giant bubbles! 





The children always love to learn about minibeasts, and the summer term gave us a 
great chance to examine some of the local fauna and extend our life cycle discussions.  

The children experienced for themselves how caterpillars turn into butterflies as we 
watched our own live ones changing in nursery. 



We also used our microscope to look at local wildlife in more detail… 



The warmer weather last term also gave us the chance to enjoy some planting and growing 
activities with the children … 



At Chrysalis we are keen for our children to develop manual strength and dexterity as this 

is how they prepare for learning to write. Our fun Dough Discos are highly popular, 
and squeezing, stretching and flattening the play dough is helping our children to develop 
these important muscles. 



Spooning, scooping and pouring activities also exercise the fine motor skills needed for 
pencil control, and we provide these in a whole multitude of different ways.  



The lessening of Coronavirus restrictions last term allowed us to welcome some old favour-
ites back to nursery…. 

Blast Sport 
It was lovely welcoming Coach Scott back to nursery. He always gives such fun coaching 
sessions to our children… 



Dancing with Claire 
And of course, it was fantastic to have Claire with her energetic dance and gymnastic 
sessions live in the nursery again. Claire in the flesh is definitely so much better than 
online only – welcome back Claire! 



Lastly, but certainly not least, we welcomed back Barney from the 

House of Maths. 
The children always really enjoy his fun maths-based workshops… 





We will be hoping to resume our usual termly animal handling sessions from Zoolab this 
term. Coronavirus restrictions had limited their workshop experiences so much that we felt 
our children, particularly those who have been to a Zoolab workshop before, may have found 
it frustrating not to be allowed to touch the animals as they have in the past. We’re hoping 
with the lifting of restrictions this may change again soon and we will be able to offer our 
children this brilliant experience once more. Further information about this will follow once 
we know more. 

Our Autumn term’s project will be ‘Nursery Rhymes’!  

Nursery rhymes are so important for young children because they help them to develop an 
ear for our language. Both rhyme and rhythm help children hear the sounds and syllables in 
words, which in turn helps them to learn to read! 

We will be exploring the magical world of nursery rhymes throughout the term. If you would 
like some more information about why they are so important, and how to include them in 
your child’s home life, please follow the link to our website below. 

Link: Autumn Term Project – Nursery Rhymes.   

http://montessorinurseries.com/our-project-for-the-autumn-term-is-nursery-rhymes/


We will also be talking about Autumn and seasonal changes, Harvest time and will be holding 

our annual ‘Pumpkin Week’.  
The children love taking part in lots of pumpkin-related activities to celebrate Harvest 
Time and the less scary aspects of Halloween. 

And the latter part of the term will be taken over with (eek!)… Christmas activities! 

 We will be sending you information about our planned Christmas events nearer to the time,  
please let us know in good time if you prefer your child not to take part. 



New for this term. 
Several parents commented in our Parent Questionnaire last term that they would like to 
be able to access their child’s Learning Journey online.  

We have considered this at length and have now invested in ‘Tapestry’. 

Tapestry is an online reporting tool which should save our teachers some valuable time when 
recording children’s developmental progress. This will hopefully give them more interaction 
time (and less note writing time) with the children, better supporting their learning and 
care in nursery.  

It is really important for parents to understand that the tool is not the same as social me-
dia, and there may not be posts made every time your child attends nursery. Although pho-
tographs are a lovely way for you to see what your child has been doing in nursery, for your 
child’s teachers, they are an important way to record developmental milestones, and so may 
not be necessary for every attendance.  

You will be able to access your child’s records through the Tapestry App which you can 
download to your phone. We will be sending out a registration email at the start of term to 
tell you more about how to do this. 

For lots of lovely photographs of our children, you can of course log on to our nursery Face-
book page. 

Link:  Chrysalis FaceBook 

A reminder about messy play at Chrysalis! 

A session at Chrysalis can involve working with some very messy substances, such as paint, 
glue, sand and mud. Whilst we make every effort to protect clothing with aprons and wa-
terproofs, please send your child to school in clothes that you don’t mind them getting 
messy in! 

At Chrysalis we strongly believe that the marks on your child’s clothes, the pockets filled 
with sand and the paint in their hair are the indicators of future architects, artists and 
scientists in training! 

https://www.facebook.com/chrysalismontessorischool/


What do I need to bring to nursery? 

All your child needs to bring with them to nursery is a NAMED water bottle (water only 
please), a lunch box (see note below) and a coat/sunhat depending on the weather.   

 

Please know we carry spares of everything on site from a change of clothes, wipes, nappies, 
sunhats etc.  In our continued effort to avoid too many items travelling to and from nursery 
we kindly request that children do NOT bring in any toys/teddies etc from home. 

 

A note on lunch boxes.   
Whilst we have a small fridge to accommodate the majority of lunch boxes that come into 
nursery, others need to be stored in a cupboard at room temperature and so we kindly re-
quest that ice packs are included in ALL children’s lunch boxes (which should also be of the 
insulated variety).  

Additionally, we are trying to reduce waste in the nursery as part of our commitment to re-
duce, reuse and recycle.   

We are finding that children are increasingly being given too much choice in their lunch 
boxes and are often overwhelmed by the quantity of food leading to lots of food wastage. 
Please provide healthy food of age-appropriate quantities.   

Snacks are provided by Chrysalis throughout the day and so no child will go hungry!  

For further advice regarding portion size and healthy lunch box ideas please follow the link 
below: 

https://www.firststepsnutrition.org/eating-well-early-years  

https://www.firststepsnutrition.org/eating-well-early-years


Some other important reminders...  
Contacting Chrysalis  
If you need to contact us before a session with important information (for instance at a 
weekend) please email chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk as this email is always checked 
by the first person to arrive on site in the mornings. 

Medication or injury BEFORE a session.  Please inform us if your child sustains any sort of 
injury or takes any medicine BEFORE attending a session with us.  You will be asked to fill 
out a short form in both instances or you can email us with the relevant information, again 
to chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk  

Similarly, if someone different (not named on your registration form as a designated collec-
tor of your child) needs to collect your child please inform us of their name, a brief de-
scription and give us an agreed password which they can use in order for us to release your 
child to them.  Please also make anyone new picking up aware that they will be unable to use 
the Hayeswood Car Park to do so (see information below). 

The term and holiday dates for this academic year and the next are available 
through our website to assist with your forward planning.  

Link: Term & hols dates 

 

Parking is STRICTLY PROHIBITED in Hayeswood School 
car park. Please ensure that everyone who drops off or collects 
your child is aware of this regulation, which is for the safety 
of all of our children and must be adhered to regardless of the 
weather. 

Label, label, label!  Please label ALL items that come into nursery – our lost prop-
erty box always mysteriously fills up over the term, even though we do our best to reunite 
items with their owners!  

There is really no need for anything other than suitable clothing for the weather conditions 
at the time to be brought into nursery.  

We cannot take responsibility for losses, or damage to, precious toys etc brought from 
home.  

 

In the event we get an ‘Indian Summer’ during September there may still be the need to 

apply sun-cream to your child.  W 

e use Asda Protect Kids Sensitive Formula Factor 50.   

We chose this cream because it also offers a 5-star UVA rating (the highest).   

If you wish us to use an alternative sun-cream for your child you must provide a NAMED 
bottle that can remain on site at all times please. 

mailto:chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk
mailto:chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk
http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays-2/


And finally…. 
 
Please know that Chrysalis operates an ‘open door policy’ and your child’s Key Worker, and 
myself, will always make ourselves available (at a mutually convenient time) for a telephone 
conversation or in person should you ever need to discuss anything.   

 

We try as much as we can to pass on information on a daily basis through face-to-face con-
tact, noticeboards and mailchimps. 

 

I’m really looking forward to fun-filled days ahead, with nursery rhymes and autumnal loveli-
ness. Enjoy the rest of the summer, and we’ll see you in September! 

Kind regards 

Perdy 

 
 


