
Childrens House 
Newsletter 
Autumn Term 2021 

Welcome back – it’s Autumn Term at the 
Children’s House!  

I hope that everybody had a great summer holiday? And for those of you who are new to 
the Children’s House this term……. welcome, and we hope you enjoy our newsletter! 

Last term saw us wave goodbye to our school leavers. This is always such a proud moment 
for us as they transition to big school. We included lots of activities last term to help this 
to go as smoothly as possible for our Class of 2021. 
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Everyone gave our leavers a great send off. We had a fancy-dress party every day during 
the last week of term, with lots of dancing and party games. Even the teachers dressed up!  





Our Leavers Ceremony was a lovely way for teachers and friends to celebrate our 
graduating class. 
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We wish everyone good luck at their chosen schools – please let us know how you are getting 
on! 
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Our Planting and Growing Project last term was a huge success, and highly 
popular with the children who voted each week on what they would like to learn about. 
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Some of the things they chose were…. 

Apples 
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Beans 
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Carrots 
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Strawberries 
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We even held our own Wimbledon 
with, of course, strawberries for 
snacks! 
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Oranges 
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This tied in well with one of our favourite nursery stories, Handa’s Surprise… 
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 Cucumbers 
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Sunflowers 



Page 26 



Page 27 

Pears 

Grapes 
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As part of our project, we also looked at the creatures we find in our gardens and talked 
about their life cycles. 
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We particularly focussed on the life cycle of the butterfly, starting out as the wriggly 
caterpillar… 
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…and eventually turning into the beautiful butterflies we set free in the nursery garden….  



Page 33 

We always try to offer a wide range of art and media resources for our children to experi-
ment with, and last term we sourced some extra-large bags of air-drying clay for the chil-
dren to make their own caterpillars when learning about life cycles. We also experimented 
with making impressions of our hand prints in clay and decorating them.  



One of the highlights of last term had to be our Science Week. Our children took 
part in some really fun science-based activities including; 

Using magnets…… 

Looking at ice, solids and liquids…  





Which led on to some great sink or float experiments…  

We learnt about volcanoes, built our own and watched a ‘volcano’ erupting, which was really 
exciting! 



We experienced the lightening effects of plasma balls…. 



And we made some fabulous giant bubbles…  

The summer term always sees us enjoying the great outdoors. I thought you might like to 

see some photos of the children enjoying play and learning outside… 







The children recreated well-loved stories such as the 3 Little Pigs in the outdoor 
environment…. 

Den building was also highly popular…  





…as was our mud pie kitchen! 

The children had lots of mark making and sensory fun using our new perspex garden easel… 



And made a fabulous al fresco ‘Under the Sea’ mural which we displayed in 
nursery. 

We dressed up as pirates with our own treasure maps… 



At the end of the term we had 
some new recruits to our pirate 
crew!!…. 

and some of us decided we want to be a pirate when 
we grow up!! 



We even had boat races, which was really exciting! 



The lessening of Coronavirus restrictions last term allowed us to welcome some old favour-
ites back to nursery…. 

Blast Sport 
It was lovely welcoming Coach Scott back to nursery. He always gives such fun coaching 
sessions to our children… 

Last term rugby practice was particularly popular… 



Dancing with Claire 
And of course, it was fantastic to have Claire with her energetic dance and gymnastic 
sessions live in the nursery again. Claire in the flesh is definitely so much better than 
online only – welcome back Claire! 



Lastly, but certainly not least, we welcomed back Barney from the House of 
Maths. 
The children always really enjoy his fun maths-based workshops… 





We will be hoping to resume our usual termly animal handling sessions from Zoolab this 
term. Coronavirus restrictions had limited their workshop experiences so much that we felt 
our children, particularly those who have been to a Zoolab workshop before, may have 
found it frustrating not to be allowed to touch the animals as they have in the past. We’re 
hoping with the easing of restrictions this may change again soon and we will be able to of-
fer our children this brilliant experience once more. Further information about this will fol-
low once we know more.  

Throughout the pandemic we have been placing particular emphasis on our children’s hap-
piness and wellbeing using resources such as puppets, stories, emoticons and role 
play. 



Gentle yoga exercises are good for promoting inner calm, and our children enjoy taking part 
trying the poses and some simple mindfulness to help reduce stress and improve focus and 
concentration. 





Positive encour-
agement for 
things done well 
in nursery in-
creases our 
children’s self-
esteem and self
-confidence. 

Role play helps our children to imitate adult behaviour, experiment with social rules 
and codes, share their ideas with their peers and map out a clear idea of the world and how 
they fit in it. 

Caring for baby… 

Playing doctor…. 



Hairdressing salon…. 



Collaboration with their peers helps children to improve their communication and language 
skills and widens vocabulary. It develops team building and co-operation, and in turn friend-
ships are built which we all know are vital for happiness and wellbeing.  



Last term also saw us celebrate that very important, special man in our lives…our daddy! 

The children took great pride making Father’s Day cards and told us what they love 
about their daddy. 



Last term we also provided lots of ‘Tuff Tray’ small world and sensory activities, as the 
children have told us they particularly enjoy these and we’ve noticed their levels of concen-
tration have really improved when engaging with these types of resources. 



Our black out sensory den is always very popular allowing the children to have fun with 
light, darkness and colour, and experiment with our new wind-up torches… 



Our project for the Autumn Term is ‘All About Me’.  

Learning about ourselves is a fundamental part of childhood development, especially as chil-
dren start to ask questions about who they are and how they are the same, or different, 
from others. Naming different body parts, recognising similarities and differences be-
tween human beings, and the importance of exercise and healthy eating all form important 
aspects of our ‘All about Me’ project.  

If you would like some further information about the types of activities we might include in 
our project this term, please click on the link to our website below. 

Link: Project Info – All about Me. 

 

We will also be talking about the season of Autumn, including hibernation of animals and 

autumnal festivals such as Harvest, Diwali and Fireworks Night and of 
course at the end of term, that 
exciting celebra-

tion….Christmas!  
We will send out information 
about our Christmas activities 
nearer to the time. Please do tell 
us if you prefer your child not to 
take part in these.  

http://montessorinurseries.com/our-project-for-the-autumn-term-is-all-about-me/


New for this term… 
Several parents commented in our Parent Questionnaire last term that they would like to 
be able to access their child’s Learning Journey online.  

We have considered this at length and have now invested in ‘Tapestry’. 

 

Tapestry is an online reporting tool which should save our teachers some valuable time 
when recording children’s developmental progress. This will hopefully give them more inter-
action time (and less note writing time) with the children, better supporting their learning 
and care in nursery.  

 

It is really important for parents to understand that the tool is not the same as social me-
dia, and there may not be posts made every time your child attends nursery. Although pho-
tographs are a lovely way for you to see what your child has been doing in nursery, for your 
child’s teachers, they are an important way to record developmental milestones, and so may 
not be necessary for every attendance.  

 

You will be able to access your child’s records through the Tapestry App which you can 
download to your phone. We will be sending you a registration email at the start of term to 
tell you more about how to do this. 

 

   For lots of lovely photographs of our children, you can of course log on to our nursery 
Facebook page. 

Link: Children’s House FB 

https://www.facebook.com/Childrens-House-Montessori-School-105732794661613


Footpath from Rushcombe School. 
Please remember when you drop off and collect your child you will now need to follow the 
marked pathway from Rushcombe School to the nursery. We have been required to provide 
this as part of our new lease agreement with Dorset Council, as an initiative to improve 
safety for families as they cross the turning circle area. 

 

There is still strictly no entry to the nursery via the steep slope. Parents must enter Rush-
combe School grounds using the parent entrance, and walk their child across the front of 
the main school building, and then use the new footpath to the nursery. This rule applies in 
ALL weather conditions – please make certain that everyone who drops off or collects your 
child is aware of the rules, and the new pathway.  

 

Please be aware that abiding by Rushcombe School Rules is a condition of attending the 
Children’s House. You can read these by following the link below. 

Link: Rushcombe School rules 

We want to say a big thank you to 
Jodie Kiely and Tia Hammond. 
Without their help last term 
staffing would have been really 
tricky at times.  

Thank you ladies, you have been 
magnificent!  

Although Jodie will no longer be 
able to work regular hours with us 
due to her commitments at the 
hospital, both Jodie and Tia will 
remain on our bank team so we will 
hope to see them again sometime 
soon! 

http://montessorinurseries.com/rushcombe-school/


And finally........ 
I’ll leave you with some shots of a typical day as a nursery school Principal at the Children’s 
House!  

I wouldn’t change it for the world. 

Things to remember! 
 

Please ensure that the contact details that we have for you are up to date with any 
changes to telephone numbers, addresses etc This is particularly important during the 
pandemic as we may need to contact you to ask you to collect your child urgently if they de-
velop Covid-19 symptoms whilst attending nursery. 

  

To help us to keep drop off times to a minimum, if you have any important information to 
pass to the nursery staff, please send this via email to 

stacey@montessorinurseries.co.uk before arrival, or pass a note to staff on arrival 
at nursery. If you need to speak to someone in person, we will book an appointment 
for you to do this for a mutually convenient time. ‘Existing injury’ and ‘New Medicine’ 
forms can now be downloaded from our website and either emailed or brought into 

Please ensure that the contact details that we have for you are up to date with any 
changes to telephone numbers, addresses etc This is particularly important during the pan-
demic as we may need to contact you to ask you to collect your child urgently if they devel-
op Covid-19 symptoms whilst attending nursery. 

 

The term and holiday dates for this academic year and the next are available 
through our website to assist with your forward planning. 

 Childrens House Hours, Fees & Holidays 
 

For general information about the nursery here is our website home page address… 

 

Childrens House Website 

mailto:stacey@montessorinurseries.co.uk
http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays/
http://www.montessorinurseries.co.uk


Enjoy the end of the summer holidays and we really look forward to seeing you all at the 
start of term! 

Kind regards 

Stacey X 


