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and a warm welcome to parents and children who are new to us this term.  We hope you all had a fab-
ulous Christmas break and are returning refreshed for another action-packed term at Chrysalis. 

 

Firstly, I’d like to thank everyone, on behalf of myself, Elaine and Julia, for the thoughtful gifts and 
cards we received from you at Christmas – it was all very much appreciated.   

 

The run up to Christmas is always extremely busy and exciting for the children. Although some of 
our usual Christmas events weren’t quite the same as normal, we made sure that the children were 
able to celebrate this important festival with plenty of Christmas fun! 

Happy New Year to all  

Spring Term 2021 





Our project last term was In the Garden.  

This is such a diverse and far-reaching project, and the children really enjoyed experiencing lots 
of different aspects of gardens; from the birds, minibeasts and animals that we find in them, some 
of the fruits and vegetables that grow there and their lifecycles, and even the types of tools that 
gardeners use.  















We also made some Mr Potato Head inspired sculptures using vegetables and fruits that can some-
times grow in our gardens… 



And we made a Chrysalis scarecrow watching over the growing fruits and vegetables! 



Learning about the season of Autumn tied in rather well with our project.  

The children made ‘Autumn Envelopes’ to fill with signs of Autumn they spotted when they were 
out and about.  

They brought them into nursery to share with their friends and teachers during Circle Time.  



We love the bright colours of Autumn leaves as they fall from the trees!  





We learnt about the fruits, seeds and nuts that feed the animals as the weather gets colder, and 
even had an Autumnal treasure hunt to help Mr Squirrel build his nest for the winter.  





And we discovered that not just some animals… but Chrysalis children, think apples are delicious! 



As part of discussions about harvest time we decided to bake some bread rolls to enjoy at snack 
time.  

They were yummy! 





In October we held a Pumpkin Week for Halloween, including a Potion Station in our 

outdoor pavilion.  

The children had a really magical week… 





The highlight of the week had to be ‘Witch Elaine’ and her sensory spell-making box which abso-
lutely delighted the children.  

Thank you Elaine, you’re brilliant! 



Fireworks Night always gives us great arts and crafts opportunities, as well as a 

chance to talk to the children about fire safety. 







We even made edible rockets! 



As part of our Diwali Celebrations the children made some amazing traditional 

rangoli patterns. 

We learnt that Diwali is the Hindu Festival of Lights and is celebrated by millions of Hindus, Sikhs 
and Jains across the world.  

Our children particularly enjoyed making their own salt dough Diwali ‘diyas’ (lamps). 





As always, and particularly during the pandemic, we’ve been thinking of ways to get busy outdoors… 







After half term we were happy to welcome back Blast Sport.  

 
This highly popular activity gives our children the benefit of professional sports coaching from 
Coach Scott, who tailors his sessions to our very young age group.  
 
We have all really missed Scott and are so pleased that he’s been able to return to nursery for his 
fun sports sessions.  
 
These are held outdoors and encourage exercising in the fresh air. 



When the weather took a turn for the worst, we still found lots of ways to keep active in the 
nursery. 





Our dance teacher Claire, has continued holding her Movement and Music 
classes via Zoom for Covid safety, and the occasional technical hitches have just added to the fun! 



We’ve also been exercising the muscles we need to grip a pencil and for fine motor skills by making 
our own playdough and then squeezing, rolling, poking and stretching at our fun-filled, energetic 

Dough Discos!  





Children’s mental health and happiness is always high on the Chrysalis agenda.  

Last term our teacher Julia has been talking with the children about emotions, and what makes us 
happy or sad.  

It’s important to let children know that it’s ok to sometimes feel sad, and show them ways to support 
themselves in feeling happier such as with exercise, stories, music, song and dance.  

Resilience is key to overcoming obstacles throughout our lives! 



Although we’ve been missing our normal termly visits from Barney at the House of Maths due to 
Covid restrictions, we’ve been finding lots of ways to engage our children with fun activities that are 
actually teaching them an important underlying mathematical concept; such as recognising and making 

Concentric Circles. 

We love a number line 
at Chrysalis! 



Fun games like noughts and crosses, dominoes, 
hopscotch and making cardboard dice teach number recog-

nition, patterns and counting. 





All of us have become aware of the stresses and financial difficulties many families are facing, even 
in our own local community. As you know, as part of our discussions with the children about under-
standing the wider world, last term we were proud to again support the  

Wimborne Food Bank. 
We are always amazed at how well our children understand the meaning behind this cause and are so 
proud to contribute.  

Our nursery owners, Mike and Che, donated £100 to the Food Bank Christmas Appeal on behalf of 
the nursery, and we’d like to say a very BIG thank you to all families who donated food throughout 
the term, you were very generous. 

Last term also saw the launch of our new Facebook page. Thank you to those of you who’ve already 
been liking and following us.  

Thank you especially to Mrs Gardner for your lovely review of Chrysalis!  

If any other parents are happy with our service and feel inclined to write a positive review for us, 
this is such a nice way to spread the word to local families that Chrysalis is a great place for your 
little ones!  

You can see the Facebook profile by following the link below. 

Chrysalis Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/chrysalismontessorischool


Our project for the Spring Term is ‘Traditional 
tales and fairy stories’. 

This term we will be taking our children on a journey 
through the magical world of fairy tales, and basing our 
nursery activities on some of the well-loved and better-
known classics, and also some folk tales from around 
the world that may not be as familiar to our children.  

Traditional tales are perfect for capturing our chil-
dren’s imaginations and encouraging an early love of 
books. We will be talking about the stories, the messag-
es they give and what this tells us about the world we 
live in.  

If you’d like some further information about this pro-
ject and how it helps your child to develop, please fol-
low the link below… 

Spring Term Project 

This term we’ll also be including activities based on some seasonal festivals such as  

Chinese New Year 

Mother’s Day 

and Easter 

Whilst helping our children to recognise the changing of the seasons and how 

this affects our local plants and animals, as Winter turns to Spring. 

http://montessorinurseries.com/our-project-for-the-spring-term-is-traditional-tales-and-fairy-stories/


Some important reminders... 
Contacting Chrysalis  
 If you need to contact us at Chrysalis out of hours, for instance to inform us that your child 
will be absent/ has taken any medication before their attendance with us etc please email  

chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk  
as all staff have access to this mail, so Elaine or Julia will see the information when I’m not on site.  

As always, should you wish to contact me separately you can do so at: 
perdy@montessorinurseries.co.uk  
 
Medication or injury BEFORE a session.   
Please inform us if your child sustains any sort of injury or takes any medicine BEFORE at-
tending a session with us.   
 
You will be asked to fill out a short form in both instances or you can email us with the rele-
vant information, again to chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk 
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Funding: 
30-Hour Funding 
 Hopefully by now parents will have passed any 
new 30-hr HMRC codes to the nursery. Codes with a 
start date after 31st December 2020 will not be valid 
until the Summer Term. 

 

If you’re already 30-hr funded you’ll need to pass a 
valid renewal date to the nursery as soon as possible 
if yours expires before the start of next term on 4th 
January 2021. 

If your child turns 3 years this term,  
you will qualify for Early Years funding from the SummerTerm in April 2021.  

 

Parents who also qualify for 30 hours of funding must pass a valid HMRC code to the nurse-
ry before the end of this term, to ensure we can claim the extra funding for your child 
from April.  

 

 

Up to date contact information  
Please ensure that the contact details that we have for you are up to date with any changes 
to telephone numbers, addresses etc This is particularly important during the pandemic as 
we may need to contact you to ask you to collect your child urgently if they develop Covid-19 
symptoms whilst attending nursery. 

Applying for school places 2021 
Please be reminded that parents with children due to start school for the first time in September 
2021 must apply for their child’s school place by 15 January 2021.  

Parents need to apply by this deadline for the best chance of getting their child a place at their 
preferred school. 

mailto:chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk
file://///FILESERVER/Documents/Newsletter%20&%20Project%20pics%20and%20info/Newsletter%20editorials/perdy@montessorinurseries.co.uk
mailto:chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk
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Nursery term and holiday dates  
The term and holiday dates for this academic year and the next are available through our 
website to assist with your forward planning.  

 

Please use the following link to access this directly: 

Chrysalis Hours, Fees & Holidays 
 

Academic year 2020/21 
Please note that term time attendance this academic year (2020/21) will be for 40 weeks, 
rather than our usual 39 weeks.  

 

Periodically we need to do this to keep our holidays in step with Dorset’s school holiday 
dates, which is important for families who have older siblings attending school.  

 

Full time attendance will remain at 48 weeks, with 2 week’s closure at Christmas, and 2 
weeks at the end of August.  

 

Term time attendance will return to our normal 39 weeks in 2021/22. 

Parking 
 
Parking is STRICTLY PROHIBITED in Hayes-
wood School car park.  

 

Please ensure that everyone who drops off or 
collects your child is aware of this regulation, 
which is for the safety of all of our children and 
must be adhered to regardless of the weather.
     

Label, label, label!   
 

Please label ALL items that come into 
nursery. 

Our lost property box always mysteri-
ously fills up over the term, even though 
we do our best to reunite items with 
their owners!    
    

http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays-2/


And finally…. 
We’re really looking forward to the Spring Term. We hope that 2021 is a much happier and healthier 
year than 2020, and that we might soon be able to return to more normal times ahead. 

I’ll leave you with some pictures of one of the highlights of last term, which was our mini-campfire 
that the children toasted their own marshmallows on. And we all enjoyed some warming hot choco-
late! 

 
Oh, and lastly…. a picture the children wanted you 
to see… a cheeky visitor we had to the nursery at 
the end of last term! Perhaps we should call him 
Noel? 

Happy New Year! 
 
Kind regards 

Perdy 

 


