
Childrens House 
Newsletter 
Spring Term 2021 

Welcome to the Spring Term 2021 at 
Children’s House!  

We’d like to wish all our families, new and old, a very happy New Year!  

We hope you all enjoyed the festive season, and are ready for an exciting term ahead. 

Last term was exceptionally busy. The children discovered the season of Autumn and we celebrated 
festivals such as Diwali and Christmas.  

Thank you from everyone for the lovely Christmas gifts and cards! Although we had to tailor our 
Christmas plans to ensure Covid-safety, we still managed to celebrate this important festival with 
the children in lots of fun ways. 
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Autumn gave us great opportunities to look at the changing seasons.  

This tied in well with last term’s project as we encouraged the children to spot the colours of Au-
tumn in the great outdoors, and saw them experimenting with different painting and print making 
techniques in nursery. 



Our project last term - ‘Colours and Shapes’  
Colours and shapes are a key way that we describe and categorise our world.  

Teaching children about colours and shapes is a great way to give them some vocabulary for describ-
ing the world around them.  

This opens up new and exciting avenues for verbal communication. There are many ways that we can 
encourage this, and our Montessori resources are particularly good for supporting this theme… 
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The children decided which colours they wanted to focus on in the week ahead……. 

Blue 
We hope you like the blue spotty fish we made? 
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Red 
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 Green  
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And we learnt how to mix yellow and blue to make the colour green… 
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Pink 
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We mixed red and white paint to make pink. 

Purple 
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Brown 
We made some super brown hedgehogs… 
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Yellow 



Time limitations meant that we had only just started to touch on the ‘Shapes’ part of our 
project with the children last term, so we will be continuing and extending this with our 
Spring Term Project ‘Shapes, Spaces and Structures’ (more of which to follow!).  
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We also learnt the quite difficult concept that there can be different shades of the same 
colour! 
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Wellbeing and happiness 
Last term as ever, we continued to place great emphasis on nurturing our children’s mental health 
and happiness, which has become even more important due to the pandemic, by exploring the dif-
ferent emotions that we feel with them.  
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We’ve also been supporting mindfulness and inner calm with some simple yoga exercises.  

This is such a positive way to support our children’s learning and development which takes place 
naturally when they are happy and calm, allowing space for curiosity and imagination to be stimu-
lated.  
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We’ve continued to award children with our much-coveted Kindness Certificates to celebrate small 
acts of kindness and to help promote friendship and positive relationships in nursery.  

Congratulations to all of our children who show kindness every day to their friends and teachers. 
We are very proud of you!  



Page 25 

Real world role play 
One way that children grow to understand the world around them is by copying the things that 
they see, and learning the social rules and codes that we take for granted as adults.  

Children love to mimic the adult world and it allows them great opportunities for verbal and non-
verbal communication with their friends and teachers.  
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Physical activity 
Fresh air and exercise are always high on the agenda at the Children’s House.  

We have a wide range of resources that encourage physical development, team building and promote 
self-confidence in our children.   
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Although we’ve had to move our dancing classes online for Covid-safety, the children have really 
enjoyed Claire’s Zoom sessions, and the occasional technical hitches just add to the fun! 
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Our children always enjoy singing, dancing and music which are great ways to encourage physical 
development.  

We include them in the nursery day to support our topics, and to encourage musicality and rhythm 
in our children. 
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As a part of physical development, we also encourage sensory play.  

Using the senses of touch, sight, sound, smell, and taste stimulates our brains and helps children to 
develop. 
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After half term we were delighted to welcome back Blast Sport.  

This highly popular activity gives our children the benefit of professional sports coaching from 
Coach Scott, who tailors his sessions to our very young age group.  

We have all really missed Scott and are so pleased that he’s been able to return to nursery for his 
fun sessions.  

These are held outdoors and encourage the children to exercise in the fresh air. 
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We always practice lots of ways to improve our balance, as balancing helps to develop the muscles 
that give us core strength… 



Pumpkin Week 
During half term we celebrated Halloween with a whole week of fancy dress and pumpkin related 
activities! 



Fireworks night 
The children are always incredibly excited by (and sometimes a little nervous of!) fireworks.  

During the week around bonfire night we talked about firework safety, and also helped our children 
to create some fantastic firework artwork using the salad spinner, paint and glitter!  

We even pretended to be fireworks using our coloured ribbons, with lots of pops, crackles and bangs 
and of course… our imaginations!  

This can sometimes help children overcome any nervousness about the loud bangs and whooshes 
from actual fireworks on the big night itself.  





Poppy Day 
This year’s Remembrance Day was very different to normal due to the pandemic.  

We wanted to find a way to help our children to understand about those who fought for us in the 
wars, and so we made some fantastic red poppies using apple printing.  

The children learnt that poppies grew on the battlefields and are now a way of remembering the 
people who fought for our country there. 



Children in Need 
Last term we raised money for the charity Children in Need, which supports many initiatives around 
the UK helping children and young people who may have more difficult lives than our own.  
 
The work that it does has become even more vital during the last year of pandemic. 
 

Charity days provide good learning opportunities for children. It’s important to encourage them to 
think about more than just themselves, and we’re always amazed how well they understand the rea-
sons why it’s good to help others. 

 

This year’s theme tied in with our project and the children enjoyed raising funds by coming into 
nursery dressed in the colour of the day. 







On Children in Need Day itself, we all dressed in the colours of Pudsey’s bandage! 



Thanks to all parents who helped the children with their colourful outfits. 

There were lots of opportunities for face painting and other Pudsey fun throughout the whole 
week! 



We raised £99.74, thank you so much to 
everyone who donated.  
 

Mike and Che, our nursery owners have 
boosted our collection up to £200!  



Diwali 
Our Diwali celebrations saw the children experimenting with sand and glitter to make traditional 
Rangoli patterns, and making Diwali candles with hand printing. 



We also learnt about traditional Indian hand painting and 
tried some of our own! 

Facebook 
As you know, last term saw the launch of our new Facebook page.  

Lots of you have already been liking and following us. Thank you to everyone who’s left us some 
amazing reviews!  

This is such a lovely way of showing us you’re happy with the service that the nursery offers, and 
helps us to spread the word to local families that the Children’s House is a great place for your lit-
tle ones! You can see the Facebook profile by following the link below. 

https://www.facebook.com/Childrens-House-Montessori-School-105732794661613


This term our project is  

‘Shapes, Space and Structures’! 

This is a great project for encouraging children to recognise the shapes that go to make up our 
world.  

 

We will be looking at how we can add these shapes together to form other shapes, and revving up 
our children’s imaginations to create fabulous buildings and structures from a whole variety of re-
sources in nursery and outdoors. 

 

Learning about shapes, and the spaces and structures that are formed when we build with them, 
helps to develop our children’s budding mathematical skills and knowledge of the world.  

 

If you’d like some further information about our project and how it benefits your child’s develop-
ment, please follow the link below… 

Spring Term Project 

http://montessorinurseries.com/our-project-for-the-spring-term-is-shapes-space-and-structures/


We’ll also be looking at other seasonal based celebrations such as… 

 Chinese New Year, Mother’s Day and Easter.  

The children will be discovering how the Winter 
transitions to Spring, and the signs of change 
that we notice in the weather and nature as the 
temperatures outdoors start to rise and the days 
lengthen. 

We’ll be taking part in ‘Sport Relief 2021’ at 
the beginning of March with some sporting chal-
lenges to raise money for charities supporting vul-
nerable adults and children in the UK and interna-
tionally. 

Further information about all of the activities planned throughout the term will be sent to you 
nearer to the time, so keep an eye out in your inboxes!  
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Some important reminders… 

30-hr funding: Hopefully by now all parents wishing to access 30 hours of funding for the 
first time this term will have passed their 30-hr HMRC code to the nursery. Please be aware that 
codes with a start date after 31st December 2020 will not be valid until the Summer Term 2021.  

 

If you’re already 30-hr funded you’ll need to pass a valid renewal date to the nursery as soon as 
possible if yours expires before the start of next term on 4th January 2021. 

Applying for school places 2021: Please be reminded that parents with children 

due to start school for the first time in September 2021 will need to apply for their child’s school 
place by 15 January 2021. Parents must apply by this deadline for the best chance of getting 
their child a place at their preferred school. 

Dropping off: To help us to keep drop off times to a minimum, if you have any im-
portant information to pass to the nursery staff, please send this via email to  

catherine@montessorinurseries.co.uk (or stacey@montessorinurseries.co.uk on a Friday)  

before arrival, or pass a note to staff on arrival at nursery. If you need to speak to some-
one in person, we will book an appointment for you to do this in the nursery outdoor area 
for a mutually convenient time.  

 

Children must still be dropped off or collected by only one person. If you arrive with any-
one else, they must wait OUTSIDE of Rushcombe school grounds whilst you drop off or 
collect your child.  

mailto:catherine@montessorinurseries.co.uk
mailto:stacey@montessorinurseries.co.uk
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Please remember that it’s against Rushcombe School regulations to access the nursery by 
the steep slope leading from the staff entrance in Hanham Road. Parking is strictly prohib-
ited in the staff car park, or in the area at the bottom of the slope, regardless of weather 
conditions.    

Please be certain that everyone who drops or collects your child is aware of this rule to en-
sure the safety of all of the children, and maintain our good relations with the school.  

 

Rushcombe School Rules are a condition of attending the nursery and can be seen by fol-
lowing the link below. 

Rushcombe School Rules 
 

 

Please ensure that the contact details that we have for you are up to date with any 
changes to telephone numbers, addresses etc This is particularly important during the pan-
demic as we may need to contact you to ask you to collect your child urgently if they devel-
op Covid-19 symptoms whilst attending nursery. 

 

The term and holiday dates for this academic year and the next are available 
through our website to assist with your forward planning. 

Please note that term time attendance this academic year (2020/21) will be for 40 weeks, 
rather than our usual 39 weeks. Periodically we need to do this to keep our holidays in step 
with Dorset’s school holiday dates, which is important for families who have older siblings 
attending school. Full time attendance will remain at 48 weeks, with 2 week’s closure at 
Christmas, and 2 weeks at the end of August. 

Term time attendance will return to our normal 39 weeks in 2021/22. 

 Childrens House Hours, Fees & Holidays 
 

For general information about the nursery here is our website home page address… 

 

Childrens House Website 

http://montessorinurseries.com/rushcombe-school/
http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays/
http://www.montessorinurseries.co.uk


Both Carol and Marilyn have a huge amount of experience, having worked with children for nearly 
20 years. They both have a wealth of childcare qualifications and have undertaken the highly ac-
claimed ‘Incredible Beginnings’ training run by Dorset Council.  

 

Both ladies have spent some time in nursery working with our existing staff, and we feel they will 
make an excellent addition to our team. They showed great rapport with our children, and we can’t 
wait to see Marilyn in the Easter Bunny costume she’s promised us!  

 

After 20 years with the Children’s House being at the centre of my world, leaving will be extremely 
difficult. However, I’m so pleased that I will be passing the helm to one of our own, and feel confi-
dent that Stacey will make an amazing leader for the nursery going forward. Please give her your 
support and understanding as she settles into this demanding role.  

 

Kind regards, and a very happy Spring Term! 

Catherine 

And finally........ 
As most of you know already, this will be my 
last term at the Children’s House and our own 
Stacey Orman is stepping up as Principal of 
the nursery, most likely at the end of the Feb-
ruary half term holiday. 

 

We’re also incredibly pleased to welcome Carol 
Hoare and Marilyn Bean, who will be joining us 
as Nursery Key Workers this term, job-
sharing Stacey’s current role.  


