
Chrysalis 
Newsletter 

A big welcome to the Autumn term at Chrysa-
lis for friends old and new!  

We’re looking forward to hearing all about 
your summer adventures and getting to know 
our new children and families.   

 

Hopefully you all received your ‘bird’ cards in 
the post over the summer. 

We’re eagerly anticipating seeing them when 
you bring them in to share at nursery. 

It’s Autumn Term at 
Chrysalis 

Autumn Term 2020 

I must take this opportunity to once again thank eve-
ryone for all the wonderful gifts and cards at the end 
of last term. 

 

They were so thoughtful and very much appreciated 
by all the staff.  
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Class of 2020 Graduation Ceremony… 
 

So that the families of our school leavers were able to join in with the children’s celebra-
tion of their last days at nursery, we hosted a ‘Zoom’ graduation ceremony.  

 

Whilst the video may have been a little chaotic, the children, as always, did us proud and 
much fun was had!   

 

We wish all of our leavers the best of luck as they begin their new learning adventures in 
their Reception classes.  

Do let us know how they’re getting on. 
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We’re very aware that for some of our families this term might be the first time that you 
have gained enough confidence to send your child back to nursery. Or for some families, it 
may be for the first time ever. We want to reassure everyone that we will continue to do all 
that we can to minimise the risk of Covid-19 infection in nursery.  

 

We’re still following all government guidelines for infection control, the most recent change 
to which is that we are no longer required to restrict children to a limited ‘bubble’.  

 

We will of course be maintaining rigorous hygiene standards and continuing with extra regu-
lar cleaning of the nursery and equipment. As usual, we will also encourage the children to 
follow good hygiene and health practices.  

 

I’m very pleased to report that there have been no cases of Covid-19 infection linked to any 
early years setting in Dorset throughout this entire pandemic. This is despite the fact that 
some nurseries remained open throughout lockdown and were caring for children of key-
workers who were more likely to be exposed to the virus. 

For any new families this term, our Coronavirus Response Policy and Covid-19 Risk Assess-
ment are available to view on our website. These give important information about how we 
strive to keep our families and staff safe during the pandemic. It also advises what to do if 
you or your child, or someone in your household develop symptoms that could be Covid-19 
related. Please click on the links below to access these: 

We strongly recommend that any parent or child who may be displaying Covid-19 symptoms 
should access a test as quickly as possible. This is for the safety of everyone who uses the 
nursery. A negative test result can also avoid the need to keep your child at home.  

 

Please be aware there are unfortunately no deductions to fees for missed sessions due to 
either sickness or isolation absence.  

 

Please ALWAYS CALL the nursery for advice before bringing in your child if you are in any 
doubt whatsoever. 

Chrysalis Coronavirus 
Policy 

Chrysalis COVID-19 
Risk Assessment 

http://montessorinurseries.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/C-Coronavirus-Response-Policy.pdf
http://montessorinurseries.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/C-Coronavirus-Response-Policy.pdf
http://montessorinurseries.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/C-COVID-Risk-assessment-18-May-2020.pdf
http://montessorinurseries.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/C-COVID-Risk-assessment-18-May-2020.pdf
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This term’s project will be ‘In the Garden’!  

We’re very excited to be learning about all things garden-related over the coming weeks.  

 

Please visit our website using the link below for further information about our project and 
ways to extend your child’s learning at home.  

 

As you will see, there will be plenty of fun learning opportunities ahead! 

 

Autumn Term Project - In The Garden 

http://montessorinurseries.com/our-autumn-term-project-is-in-the-garden
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We will also be holding our annual ‘Pumpkin Week’.  
 

The children love taking part in lots of pumpkin-related activities to celebrate Harvest 
Time and the less scary aspects of Halloween. 
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And the latter part of the term will be taken over 
with (eek!)… Christmas activities!  

We will be sending you information about our planned Christmas events nearer to the time, 
of course bearing in mind any restrictions for Coronavirus infection control.  

Rest assured that we will be working hard to find ways for the children to safely celebrate 
this exciting festival! 

 

If you prefer your child not to take part in Christmas activities, please let us know in good 
time. 
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Reading tips for parents 

Reading stories, and making up stories with your child, is a perfect way to bond and build on 
your relationship together as it encourages children to express themselves when we talk 
about the story, it’s characters and what we feel like when we listen to it.  

Questions are a great way to encourage your child to build upon the story telling experi-
ence.  

Here are some tips about this from Dorset Council. 

We will, as always, be focussing a 
lot of attention on storytelling and 
children’s books that tie in well 
with our project and topics this 
term.  

Instilling a love of books, eventually 
leading to reading, is at the heart 
of all that we do.  

Books and stories provide richness 
and support to the Early Years cur-
riculum and extend our children’s 
views and understanding of the 
world they live in.  
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A note on lunch boxes...  

Whilst we have a small fridge to accom-
modate the majority of lunch boxes 
that come into nursery, others need to 
be stored in a cupboard at room tem-
perature.  

 

We kindly request that ice packs are 
included in ALL children’s lunch boxes 
(which should also be of the insulated 
variety). 

 

 

Additionally, we are trying to reduce 
waste in the nursery as part of our 
commitment to ‘Reduce, Reuse and Re-
cycle.   

 

We’re finding that children are increasingly being given too much choice in their lunch box-
es and are often overwhelmed by the quantity of food leading to lots of food wastage. 
Please provide healthy food of age appropriate quantities.  

 

Snacks are provided by Chrysalis throughout the day and so no child will go hungry!  

For further advice regarding portion size and healthy lunch box ideas please follow the link 
below: 

  Eating Well - Early Years 

https://www.firststepsnutrition.org/eating-well-early-years
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Messy play at Chrysalis... 

A session at Chrysalis can involve 
working with some very messy 
substances, such as paint, glue, 
sand and mud.  

 

Whilst we make every effort to 
protect clothing with aprons and 
waterproofs, please send your 
child to school in clothes that you 
don’t mind them getting messy in! 

 

At Chrysalis we strongly believe that the marks on your 
child’s clothes, the pockets filled with sand and the paint 
in their hair are the indicators of future architects, art-
ists and scientists in training! 



Some important reminders... 
Contacting Chrysalis  

 If you need to contact us at Chrysalis during the holiday while we’re closed please 
email     

 che@montessorinurseries.co.uk or ring the office on 01202 716 457 

 

 Once we’re back, if you need to contact us before a session with important infor-
mation (for instance at a weekend) please email chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk as this 
email is always checked by the first person to arrive on site in the mornings. 
 
Medication or injury BEFORE a session.   
Please inform us if your child sustains any sort of injury or takes any medicine BEFORE at-
tending a session with us.   
 
You will be asked to fill out a short form in both instances or you can email us with the rele-
vant information, again to chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk 
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Funding: 
30-Hour Funding 
 Parents of children who claim 30 hours of 
funding need to be sure that they continue to 
update their eligibility online every 3 months and 
pass their new date to us in the office.  

 

Please make sure you let us have your new date 
urgently if yours expired during the holidays, so 
that we can claim the extra funding for your 
child this term.  

 

The government have lowered the eligibility 
criteria  for 30-hour funding until October so if 
your hours or earnings have changed you may still 
qualify. Check the government website for details.  

If your child turns 3 years this term,  
you will qualify for Early Years funding from the Spring Term in January 2020.  

 

Parents who also qualify for 30 hours of funding must pass a valid HMRC code to the nurse-
ry before the end of this term, to ensure we can claim the extra funding for your child 
from January.  

 

 

Up to date contact information  
Please ensure that the contact details that we have for you are up to date with any changes 
to telephone numbers, addresses etc This is particularly important during the pandemic as 
we may need to contact you to ask you to collect your child urgently if they develop Covid-19 
symptoms whilst attending nursery. 

mailto:chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk
mailto:chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk
mailto:chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk
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Nursery term and holiday dates  
The term and holiday dates for this academic year and the next are available through our 
website to assist with your forward planning.  

 

Please use the following link to access this directly: 

Chrysalis Hours, Fees & Holidays 
 

Academic year 2020/21 
Please note that term time attendance this academic year (2020/21) will be for 40 weeks, 
rather than our usual 39 weeks.  

 

Periodically we need to do this to keep our holidays in step with Dorset’s school holiday 
dates, which is important for families who have older siblings attending school.  

 

Full time attendance will remain at 48 weeks, with 2 week’s closure at Christmas, and 2 
weeks at the end of August.  

 

Term time attendance will return to our normal 39 weeks in 2021/22. 

Parking 
 
Parking is STRICTLY PROHIBITED in Hayes-
wood School car park.  

 

Please ensure that everyone who drops off or 
collects your child is aware of this regulation, 
which is for the safety of all of our children and 
must be adhered to regardless of the weather.
     

Label, label, label!   
 

Please label ALL items that come into 
nursery. 

Our lost property box always mysteri-
ously fills up over the term, even though 
we do our best to reunite items with 
their owners!    
    

http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays-2/


And finally…. 
Returning to nursery after the lock-down last term saw us having to change some of our 
usual nursery routines. I think probably the hardest of these changes for parents is being 
unable to come into the nursery buildings when you drop off and collect your child.  

 

We really appreciate that it isn’t as easy to have those regular small conversations and ex-
changes with our team that help you to feel a part of your child’s world at nursery. We know 
how important this is to you, and we will continue to provide as much information as we can 
via noticeboards and email.  

 

We also try, where possible, to pass on information on a daily basis through face to face 
contact, but are aware of the need to keep down queueing times. 

 

At Chrysalis we operate an ‘open door policy’ for you to discuss anything concerning your 
child’s welfare and education. Please speak to your child’s Key Worker or myself if at any 
time you would like to arrange for either a phone conversation, or a meeting in person in our 
outdoor area, and we will always do our best to accommodate this.   

 

As they say…… “Autumn carries more gold in its 
pocket than all of the other seasons, and is the 
year’s last loveliest smile.” 

 

I am so looking forward to exploring it with our 
children, it’s going to be lots of fun! 

 

Kind regards 

Perdy 

 


