Childrens House
Newsletter
Autumn Term 2020

Welcome back – it’s Autumn Term at the
Children’s House!
Wow – we made it!
With Coronavirus interrupting our fun last term, the remaining weeks of the summer just
whizzed past. We’re glad to be returning to nursery, and looking forward to all things autumnal.
I have to say a big thank you for all of the wonderful comments, cards and gifts from our
parents at the end of last term. They are always so thoughtful, and very much appreciated,
particularly after such a difficult and stressful term.
Our usual school leavers garden party simply wasn’t possible, but we managed to give our
Class of 2020 a good send-off with a party week in the last week of term for friends to say
goodbye before starting big school in September.
We feel especially sad that we haven’t been able to say goodbye to some children who didn’t
return last term, and would like to wish them all the very best of luck for starting school
and the future. Do let us know how they get on!

We’re pleased to welcome back some familiar faces, and also our new families. Although
things are a little different to normal in these unusual times, we hope that you and your
child will soon be feeling settled and happy at nursery.
Please ask to speak to your child’s key worker if you have any queries or concerns about
his or her development while attending with us.

We’re very aware that for some of our families this term might be the first time that
you have gained enough confidence to send your child back to nursery. Or for some
families, it may be for the first time ever.
We want to reassure everyone that we will continue to do all that we can to minimise
the risk of Covid-19 infection in nursery. We’re still following all government guidelines
for infection control, the most recent change to which is that we are no longer required to restrict children to a limited ‘bubble’.
We will of course be maintaining rigorous hygiene standards and continuing with extra
regular cleaning of the nursery and equipment. As usual, we will also encourage the children to follow good hygiene and health practices.

I’m very pleased to report that there have been no cases of Covid-19 infection linked
to any early years setting in Dorset throughout this entire pandemic.
This is despite the fact that some nurseries remained open throughout lockdown and
were caring for children of key-workers who were more likely to be exposed to the
virus.
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For any new families this term, our Coronavirus Response Policy and Covid-19 Risk Assessment are available to view on our website.
These give important information about how we strive to keep our families and staff
safe during the pandemic. It also advises what to do if you or your child, or someone
in your household develop symptoms that could be Covid-19 related.
Please click on the pics below to access these:

We strongly recommend that any parent or child who may be displaying Covid-19 symptoms should access a test as quickly as possible. This is for the safety of everyone
who uses the nursery.
A negative test result can also avoid the need to keep your child at home. Please be
aware there are unfortunately no deductions to fees for missed sessions due to either
sickness or isolation absence.
Please ALWAYS CALL the nursery for advice before bringing in your child if you are
in any doubt whatsoever.
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When we returned after lockdown at the start of June we couldn’t have been more proud of
the children, who in the main came back to nursery with barely a backward glance!
We wanted to restore a sense of normality as soon as possible and focussed on lots of activities that are familiar and reassuring, such as;
Counting, in as many different ways as possible!

Page 4

Page 5

Print making, using lots of different techniques and equipment,
including our own hands!

Shapes, sorting and matching.

Page 8

Page 9

Sand & water play.
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We even made our own playdough which can help develop muscle strength for the fine motor
skills needed for writing.
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Sensory play, to help us to use and experience our senses of touch, smell, hearing
and sight.
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Mark making, to help us with pencil control and preparing to write.
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Role play, helping the children to imitate and make sense of the adult
world around them.
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Outdoor play, taking advantage of the lovely sunshine and fresh
air, and developing gross motor skills, co-ordination and team
building.
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In these times of pandemic, it’s even more important that our children remain active and
fit.

We’re very lucky that our dancing teacher, Claire, has been able to continue with the
children’s weekly dancing lessons via online classes, which have been almost as popular as
her live sessions.
We’ve also enjoyed taking part in some children’s fitness sessions using the big screen in
the sensorial room.
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and we’ve been practicing our balancing skills…
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and exercising our arms with parachute games ...
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As we’re spending as much time as possible learning outdoors, we thought that it would be
a good opportunity to look at our local nature. During lockdown the children had been sending us photos of some of the wildlife and plants that they’d spotted on walks and in their
gardens. This gave us the chance to talk about what they had seen.
We discovered the types of trees that grow nearby and did some excellent leaf rubbings
looking at the different sizes and shapes of leaves and learning the names of the trees
that they grow on. We looked at the types of bark and wood that different species of
trees have, and drew our own tree rings.
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We asked the children which minibeasts and animals they had seen, and based activities on
their replies.
Bees…

Frogs…
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Ladybirds…
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Caterpillars and butterflies, including learning about the butterfly life cycle by
watching our own real-life caterpillars change and eventually hatch into butterflies…
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Hedgehogs…
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Spiders….

Snails and slugs, including making ‘slug and snail trails’ with marbles and
paint…

This tied in well with our Summer Term project, which
was - Story time at the Children’s House.

‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ is always a popular story
with our children.
They love to join in, counting the different types of food
the caterpillar eats, and never tire of hearing about his
enormous appetite and eventual transformation into a
butterfly.
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Although our project was rudely interrupted by the Coronavirus lockdown, we still managed
to enjoy lots of story telling opportunities in the second half of term.

The children particularly like taking this into the outdoor setting where they can use our
reading area and act out stories on walks in the woods.
Children are natural story tellers and love to share them with their teachers and friends.
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Reading stories, and making up stories with your child, is a perfect way to bond and build on
your relationship together as it encourages children to express themselves when we talk
about the story, it’s characters and what we feel like when we listen to it.
Questions are a great way to encourage your child to build upon the story telling experience.
Here are some tips about this from Dorset Council.
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Our Project for the Autumn Term is
‘Colours and Shapes’.

Colours and shapes provide us with ways to sort, categorize and classify the world
around us.
Recognising different colours and shapes helps our children with their understanding
of the world, provides a means to describe the things they see and also starts the
building blocks for recognising the shapes that form our alphabet and numerals for literacy and maths.
If you would like to see a little more information about our project this term and ways
to extend your child’s learning at home, please click on the picture below…

Page 32

Autumn changes and festivities!
We will also be talking about the autumn, including hibernation of animals and autumnal
festivals such as harvest time, Diwali and Fireworks Night.

We’ll be emailing you with information about Christmas activities nearer to December.

We will need to see what the latest infection control guidance permits at that time.
It may not be possible for us to hold our usual big Christmas party for all of the children,
with an entertainer and visit from Santa.
If this is the case, rest assured that we will be working hard to find other ways to safely
celebrate this exciting festival with the children.
If you prefer your child not to take part in Christmas activities, please let us know in good
time.
Page 33

Some important reminders…

Parents of children who claim 30 hours of funding need to be sure that they continue to
update their eligibility online every 3 months and pass their new date to us in the office –
please make sure you let us have your new date urgently if yours expired during the holidays, so that we can claim the extra funding for your child this term
The government have lowered the eligibility for 30-hour funding until October so if your
hours or earnings have changed you may still qualify. Check the government website for details.
If your child turns 3 years this term, you will qualify for Early Years funding from the
Spring Term in January 2020. Parents who will qualify for 30 hours of funding must pass a
valid HMRC code to the nursery before the end of this term, to ensure we can claim the
extra funding for your child from January.
To help us to keep drop off times to a minimum, if you have any important information to
pass to the nursery staff, please send this via email to
catherine@montessorinurseries.co.uk (or stacey@montessorinurseries.co.uk on a Friday)
before arrival, or pass a note to staff on arrival at nursery. If you need to speak to someone in person, we will book an appointment for you to do this in the nursery outdoor area
for a mutually convenient time.
Children must still be dropped off or collected by only one person. If you arrive with anyone else, they must wait OUTSIDE of Rushcombe school grounds whilst you drop off or
collect your child.
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Please remember that it’s against Rushcombe School regulations to access the nursery by
the steep slope leading from the staff entrance in Hanham Road. Parking is strictly prohibited in the staff car park, or in the area at the bottom of the slope, regardless of weather
conditions.
Please be certain that everyone who drops or collects your child is aware of this rule to ensure the safety of all of the children, and maintain our good relations with the school.
Rushcombe School Rules are a condition of attending the nursery and can be seen by following the link below.

Rushcombe School Rules
Please ensure that the contact details that we have for you are up to date with any changes to telephone numbers, addresses etc This is particularly important during the pandemic
as we may need to contact you to ask you to collect your child urgently if they develop Covid
-19 symptoms whilst attending nursery.
The term and holiday dates for this academic year and the next are available through our
website to assist with your forward planning.
Please note that term time attendance this academic year (2020/21) will be for 40 weeks,
rather than our usual 39 weeks. Periodically we need to do this to keep our holidays in step
with Dorset’s school holiday dates, which is important for families who have older siblings
attending school. Full time attendance will remain at 48 weeks, with 2 week’s closure at
Christmas, and 2 weeks at the end of August.

Term time attendance will return to our normal 39 weeks in 2021/22.

Childrens House Hours, Fees & Holidays
For general information about the nursery here is our website home page address…

Childrens House Website
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And finally........
Normally we invite our families to get involved with nursery activities and projects in the
term ahead. We’re still not able to do this for infection control, but are really looking forward to the day when you can come in to visit the children again.
We miss you reading us stories, your interesting talks and workshops, and the tales of some
of your amazing hobbies and the jobs that you do. Let’s hope that things can soon return to
normal.
Until then, we promise an exciting Autumn Term ahead for our children. We’ll keep you advised over the coming weeks of any events and activities we have planned.
In the meantime, I’ll leave you with a few pictures of some of the children’s artwork from
last term. We think they’re great!

See you all soon!
Kind regards

Catherine

