
Chrysalis 
Newsletter 

Happy New Year... 
… to all and a warm welcome to parents and children who are new to us this term.   

We hope you all had a fabulous Christmas break and are returning refreshed for another 
action-packed term at Chrysalis. 

 

Firstly, I’d like to thank everyone, on behalf of myself and all the staff, for the thoughtful 
gifts and cards we received from you at Christmas – it was all very much appreciated.   

 

Secondly, I’d like to say a HUGE congratulations to all the children who participated in our 
Christmas performances at the end of term – you were all stars and made us feel very proud 
to be your teachers. In most cases the performances were far better than the rehearsals! 

 

The run up to Christmas is always extremely busy and exciting for the children. We deco-
rated our nursery with our festive creations… 

Spring Term 2020 
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…and had a great time at our Christmas disco party.  
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Krazy Kev always gets the 
children laughing, and a few 
lucky ones even get chosen to 
be his magic assistants.  
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A visit by Father Christmas topped off a 
very enjoyable afternoon!  
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We have to say a big thank 
you to our teacher Elaine 
who made the children a 
fantastic Advent Calendar 
to open each day in Decem-
ber.  

It was absolutely brilliant 
and the children loved 
opening the doors to find a 
surprise picture of them-
selves!  
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I also hope you all received your special Christmas cards/decorations in the post?  

The children enjoyed making them very much (particularly the photo shoot) and taking a 
trip to the post box to post them. 
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Animals from around the World... 

Our project last term was ‘Animals from around the World’. The children chose the animals 
they would like to learn about in the week ahead. 

Their choices included 
horses, tigers, snakes 
and monkeys. 
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Horses... 
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We liked making 
horse-shoe salt 
dough ornaments. 
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Incorporating the classic story 
‘The Tiger who came to Tea’. 

Tigers... 
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Our teacher Alison helped us to make a long 
and wiggly papier-mache snake! 

Snakes... 
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Monkeys... 



We’re always looking at ways to embed stories and story-telling into the nursery day.  

Our teacher Lucy introduced the children to a new story last term which fitted well 
with our animal theme about a parrot called Harold, who repeats the everyday noises 
he hears.  

The children made their own parrots, hunted for pictures from the book around the 
nursery and repeated the sounds themselves - great for communication and language! 
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We’re continuing with our animal themed project this term as there were so many more an-
imals the children wanted to choose. (There’s always a lot to pack into a Chrysalis term!)  

 

We’ll be basing our activities around their choices, and what they tell us they most want to 
learn about. 

 

For any new parents, or parents who haven’t yet looked, there’s information about our 
‘Animals from around the World Project’ on our website through the following link: 

 

Animals from Around the World 
 

This term we’ll also be hosting some of our favourite Spring Term celebration weeks; 

 
 
Chinese New Year  
Celebrations  

w/c 20th January 2020 

 
 
 
 
Valentine’s Week  
w/c 10th February  

 
 
 
Book Week  
(in conjunction with World Book Day)  

w/c 2nd March 

 

 

The latter half of the term will be taken up with Spring and Easter activities, with a 
planned ‘Easter Stay and Play’ week. We’ll email you some information about this once we’ve 
confirmed our dates. 

This Term... 

http://montessorinurseries.com/our-project-for-the-autumn-term-is-animals-from-around-the-world/


The Autumn Term gave us great opportunities to look at the changing seasons and how na-
ture in our local area prepares for winter.  

The children made ‘Autumn Envelopes’ to fill with signs of Autumn they spotted when they 
were about and about.  

They brought them into nursery to share with their friends and teachers during Circle 
Time.  

Autumnal items collected outside also make interesting natural arts and crafts materials. 
Playing with and collecting up fallen leaves is great for burning energy! 
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As part of our discussions with the children about Harvest Time, we 
had a hamper in nursery to fill with items to send to a local charity, 
the Wimborne Food Bank.  

This is a fantastic, and much needed, organisation bringing hope to 
those in crisis in our local area. We were amazed at how well our 
children understood the meaning behind this cause. They were 
proud to include items in our collection.  

We collected again at the end of term with some more festive 
items thanks to our local grocery store’s gift, and your kind dona-
tions.  

The nursery owners, Mike and Che, also contributed to our collec-
tion.  

It was lovely to support an organisation helping some of the most 
vulnerable in our local community.  

A very BIG thank you to all who donated, you were very gen-
erous. 
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We took advantage of some crisp Autumnal 
weather at the start of last term by getting 
creative outdoors… 



Chrysalis children love music and experiment with a range of instruments, enjoying the 
sounds that they make and often how loud they can make them play!!  

Page 20 Chrysalis Newsletter 

We can now enjoy music, 
songs and stories togeth-
er on the multi-way CD 
player that was new for 
last term.  



In October we held a Pumpkin Week for Halloween, including 
a Potion Station. 
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Pumpkin soup and magic potion making include lots of 
pouring, mixing, spooning and whisking activities which 
help to develop the fine motor skills important for 
writing. 
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Our Zoolab visit tied in nicely with the Halloween 
theme.  

Ranger Heather told the children a Halloween tale 
and they got to see and touch a variety of ‘spooky’ 
creatures!  
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To celebrate fireworks night, the children made edible rockets… 
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The nursery was full of whooshes, whizzes, bangs and colour as the children 
experimented with the sounds and sights of fireworks. 
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An important part of play at Chrysalis includes sand and water.  

We provide a range of these resources both indoors and outside, as they support many dif-
ferent areas of learning and development.  

They can easily, and fairly cheaply, be included in play at home supporting: 

• Sensory Exploration: allowing children to learn with hands-on sensory materials  
• Mathematical Learning: with concepts like volume, more and less, taller and shorter.   
• Scientific Concepts: with concepts like motion and flow, sink or float.   
• Language Development: developing intricate pretend play ideas and asking one another 

questions.   
• Social Skills: sharing, co-operation and turn taking. 
• Creativity: these are open-ended play materials that don’t have one specific pur-

pose. Children focus on the process of playing with the sand and water instead of try-
ing to create an end product.  
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Physical development is also supported by helping children to spend less time sitting down. 
Movement and Music classes taught by our dance teacher Claire are highly popular.  

They’re excellent for developing self-confidence and promoting wellbeing, including the cov-
eted ‘Star Dancer of the Week’ award for great effort! 
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Last term also saw the return of the amazing Barney and 
his ‘House of Maths’ workshop.  

We’re so impressed with Barney’s ability to bring patterns, 
shapes and counting to life for our children.  
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We hope you enjoyed the ‘Stay and Play’ and ‘Wriggle and Rhyme’ sessions last term.  

The children are so excited to include family in their nursery day, and it gives you a great 
chance to get a feel for what it’s like for your child to attend Chrysalis. 

 

There will be further Wriggle and Rhyme sessions for January 2020 open to all, and we’d 
love to see you at one: 

  

Wednesday 8th January  11.40 am 
Friday 10th January  9.00 am 
Monday 13th January  9.00 am 
Thursday 16th January  1.00 pm 
Tuesday 21st January  1.00 pm 
 Friday 24th January  11.40 am 
Wednesday 29th January  9.00 am 

 Thursday 30th January  11.40 am 

“Stay and Play” & “Wriggle and Rhyme”... 



Lots of you attended our School Readiness meeting last term.  

We hope you found the information useful.  

There are many ways we can work together to support your child with this important 
transition.  

Please speak to your child’s key worker if you have any concerns about them starting 
school in September. 
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School Readiness... 



New for last term was the addition of the Chrysalis ‘Proud Board’ on the main reception 
desk, where we highlight items that we feel our children should be particularly proud of. 

 Positive feedback encourages them, helps to develop self-confidence and motivates them 
to keep trying even when they may find something difficult. 
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Chrysalis Proud Board... 



At Chrysalis we endeavor to promote healthy eating and exercise to create happy, healthy 
children.  

 

We firmly believe that, as the First Steps Nutrition Trust states, we need to; 

“help children develop patterns of healthy eating from an early stage, it is important 
that the food and eating pattern to which children are exposed - both at home and 
outside the home – are those that promote positive attitudes and enjoyment of good 
food.” 

We provide a choice of daily snacks in nursery, and try to make these as healthy as possible 
for the children.   

 

Whilst we appreciate the food your child eats at home is a matter of parental choice, we’d 
really appreciate your help with our promotion of healthy eating in the nursery by avoiding 
the following in packed lunches; 

Crisps (very high in saturated fat and salt) 
Chocolate/sweets 
Fizzy or high sugar drinks (Ribena/Fruit Shoots etc).   
All children when they attend at Chrysalis are provided with their own labelled water 
bottle which they have access to at all times, so another drink in their lunchbox isn’t 
really necessary. 
ANY Foods with additives or a high salt level 
NO NUTS or products containing nuts. 

Fruit and vegetable snacks will ALWAYS be encouraged! 
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New Year Healthy Lunchbox Appeal... 



https://www.firststepsnutrition.org/eating-well-early-years 
 
 

Whist we want to do all we can to promote healthy eating to your children, we’re also 
aware that balance is essential. Cakes and biscuits will still be welcomed to celebrate your 
child’s birthday.  

 

We want to educate them that treats are acceptable as part of a balanced diet! 

 

Thank you, in advance, for helping us to promote healthy eating at Chrysalis. 
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Our staff are Food Safety 
and Hygiene trained and we 
have a microwave on site to 
reheat foodstuffs such as 
pasta. Do let us know at drop 
off if your child has any item 
that will need heating, so we 
can prepare it in advance of 
lunch time.   

 

Also, can we please remind you 
to place a cool block into your 
insulated lunchboxes. 

 

 

 

 

 

The link below is to the First 
Steps Nutrition website. It 
offers some great advice and 
suggestions for healthier 
snacks and lunch boxes, plus 
also look out for future 
‘Healthy Eating’ displays 
around the nursery. 

https://www.firststepsnutrition.org/eating-well-early-years


And finally…. 
We’re really looking forward to the Spring Term ahead 
and would like to encourage you to get involved with our 
planned topics and activities.  

Please speak to a member of staff if you’re interested 
in coming in to give a small talk to the children, would 
like to read them a story or want to find out more about 
‘Wriggle and Rhyme’ or ‘Stay and Play’ sessions.  

We hope that 2020 is healthy and happy for all of our 
families! 

Kind regards 

 Perdy 

Some important reminders... 
• Contacting Chrysalis  

 If you need to contact us at Chrysalis out of hours, for instance to inform us that 
your child will be absent/ has taken any medication before their attendance with us 
etc please email chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk as both myself and Kara (my 
Deputy) have access to this mail and can access the information if one of us is not 
on site.  As always, should you wish to contact either of us separately you can do so 
either at perdy@montessorinurseries.co.uk  or kara@montessorinurseries.co.uk  

• Key Worker Appointments  

 Please be reminded that for one week each term, usually just after you receive your 
child’s termly Progress Plan, there will be the opportunity to meet with your Child’s 
Key Worker more formally. We’ll send out an email regarding this at the time. 

• Applying for School Places 2020 

 Please be aware that parents with children due to start school for the first time in 
 September 2020 will need to apply for their child’s school place by 15 January 
 2020. Parents must apply by this deadline for the best chance of getting their child 
 a place at their preferred school. 

• 30-hr Government Funding 

 Hopefully by now parents will have passed any new 30-hr HMRC codes to the  
 nursery. Codes with a start date after 31st December 2019 will not be valid until 
 the Summer Term. 

 If you’re already 30-hr funded you’ll need to pass a valid renewal date to the 
 nursery as soon as possible if yours expires before the start of next term on 6th 
 January 2020. 

• Up to date contact information — It’s so important that yours and your emergency-
contact’s details are kept up-to-date so that we can get in touch with you should 
there be any need to. Please check that the information we have on our records is 
correct. 

• Label, label, label! 

 One final plea, please ensure all items brought into nursery are clearly labelled!  We 
end up with so much lost property or sending children home in the wrong coats, 
which can look very similar!  

• Nursery term and holiday dates  

 and other info can be found on our website using the link below to assist you with 
 your forward planning.  Chrysalis Hours, Fees & Holidays 

mailto:chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk
mailto:perdy@montessorinurseries.co.uk
mailto:kara@montessorinurseries.co.uk
http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays-2/

