
Childrens House 
Newsletter 

Welcome to Spring Term 
2020 at Children’s House!  

Spring Term 2020 

We’d like to wish all our families, new and old, a very happy New Year! We hope you all en-
joyed the festive season, and are ready for an exciting term ahead. 

 

Last term was exceptionally busy. The children learnt about the season of Autumn and cele-
brated festivals such as Diwali and Christmas. Thank you from everyone for the lovely 
Christmas gifts and cards! 

 

We hope you enjoyed our Christmas Carol Concerts. High fives to our amazing children who 
did so well. We really liked the ‘Food, Glorious Food’ theme! 
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The run up to Christmas was an exciting time.  

The children (and Alma!) made a great job of decorating our tree…. 
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And took part in some fun art activities including making our fabulous 
Christmas displays! 



We all enjoyed the Christmas party with Krazy Kev (we especially like the magic rabbit!) 
and of course a visit from Father Christmas. Everyone was so well behaved that Santa 
promised he would be visiting again on Christmas Eve! 





Autumn gave us great opportunities to look at the changing seasons and how our local plants 
and trees prepare for winter. We encourage the children to experience this outdoors. Na-
ture walks are a good way of spotting signs of Autumn, exercising in the fresh air and col-
lecting items for natural arts and crafts materials. 

Some autumnal activities that the children enjoyed…… 
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Autumn also means harvest time. The children were 
excited to harvest some things they had grown at 
nursery in the summer. 
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Our project last term was ‘People who help us’.  
 

We had some great talks from a previous daddy, Stephen, a paramedic; Amelia’s daddy, a 
police officer; and Charlie’s mummy who told us about firefighting in New York. The chil-
dren were keen to hear about the different jobs.  

 

This led on to some great role play and fabulous arts and crafts. Thank you to everyone who 
came to visit the children – they really loved hearing about your helping roles!  

 

Here’s pictures showing some things they especially liked about their project…….. 
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It allowed us to explore people who help us in our 
community, like doctors, nurses, dentists and teach-
ers, and also how we can help one another.  

We encourage kindness in the nursery and the chil-
dren are proud to receive a ‘Kindness Certificate’ to 
celebrate small acts of kindness they’ve shown. 
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Tied in with our pro-
ject was also a visit 
from Jessica, our 
local librarian, who 
read the children a 
great story and 
talked to them 
about reading and 
libraries. 



It’s important to encourage your child to look at a wide variety of books.  

They will love having stories read to them, familiar and new, and will enjoy making up their 
own stories. This encourages the use of new vocabulary and inspires their imaginations.  
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We have a wide variety of 
books in nursery and our 
teacher Michele has been en-
couraging the use of our Sto-
ry House, where popular sto-
ries can be enjoyed and re-
told by the children with ac-
tions, role play, story sacks 
and recognition of words. 
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Stories can even be taken into the outdoor environment.  

Our children particularly love the classic ‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt!’. 
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For this Spring Term we’ll be basing our project around storytelling. This is such an im-
portant part of children’s development and forms a very strong foundation for starting to 
read.  

‘Story Time at the 
Children’s House’  
will focus on a wealth of popular chil-
dren’s literature supported by songs 
and rhymes, drama, puppets and arts 
and crafts activities.  

 

For further information about why 
storytelling is so important to your 
child, please click on the link below.  

Spring Term project info 

 

We like to encourage family members 
to get involved with our termly pro-
ject.  

 

Please speak to a teacher if you’d be 
interested in reading to the children. 

http://montessorinurseries.com/our-spring-term-project-is-story-time-at-the-childrens-house/
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Last term also saw us talking to the children about Halloween. We focussed on the less 
scary aspects with pumpkin making arts and crafts. Face painting and dressing up in some 
familiar costumes are always popular. 
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Our Zoolab visit tied in well with the Halloween theme.  

Ranger Heather told the children a Halloween tale and they got to see 
and touch a variety of ‘spooky’ creatures! 



Page 25 

 We also enjoyed a visit from the much-
loved Barney of the House of Maths, who 
provides amazing workshops looking at 
ways to enjoy counting, shapes and pat-
terns.  

 

It’s such a great way to introduce chil-
dren to maths and will support their 
learning when starting school. 



Music, song and dance are always extremely popular at the Children’s House.  

Last term our teacher Lucy revamped our outdoor music wall and the children enjoyed the 
new range of instruments and recognising the sounds that they make.  
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Music gives children 
a great outlet for 
self-expression and 
can support a range 
of learning areas.  

Thank you, Lucy! 
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Everyone loves our dancing 
teacher Claire’s Music and 
Movement classes, which are 
so good for developing self-
confidence, wellbeing and 
physical development.  

Children are proud to receive a 
‘Star Dancer of the Week’ award 
for great effort! 



Physical development, team play and confidence building are also encouraged in our weekly 
Blast Sport sessions. Coach Scott introduces the children to team sports and gets them lov-
ing movement and exercise. 

Blast Sports 
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As a part of physical development, we also encourage sensory play. This encourages using 
the senses of sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch. Stimulating your child's senses helps 
their brain to develop. 



Last term we raised money for the charity Children in Need, which supports many initia-
tives around the UK helping children and young people who may have more difficult lives 
than our own.  

Charity days provide good learning opportunities for children. It’s important to encourage 
them to think about more than just themselves and we’re always amazed how well they un-
derstand the reasons why it’s good to help others. 

This year the theme was ‘Superheroes’ We thought you might like to see some of the great 
costumes worn by the children (and staff!) to raise money for this cause. 
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Children in Need 
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We enjoyed some fun Pudsey Bear activities including making Pudsey cakes and biscuits! 
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We raised £110.16, which is brilliant! 
Thank you everyone who donated.  

Our nursery owners have boosted our 
collection by a further £100.  

Thanks to all parents who helped the 
children with their costumes! 



Remembrance Day 
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We also helped our children to learn 
more about the world by talking to them 
about Remembrance Day when we re-
member the soldiers who fought in the 
wars. The children were proud to make 
poppies like the ones that grew on the 
battlefields. 

American Independence 
We’d like to say a very big thank you to Charlie’s 
mummy who made fantastic pumpkin pies and 
talked to the children about how their family 
celebrate American Thanksgiving.  

We loved hearing about this important US holi-
day which is a time to be thankful for family and 
friends. We especially enjoyed trying the pump-
kin pie at snack time! 
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As well as our Story Time themed 
project this term we’ll be looking 
at other seasonal based celebra-
tions such as Chinese New Year, 
Mother’s Day and Easter.  

The children will be discover-
ing how the Winter transitions 
to Spring, and the signs of 
change that we notice in the 
weather and nature, as the 
temperatures outdoors start 
to rise and the days lengthen. 

We’ll be supporting ‘Sport Relief 2020’ at the beginning of March with some sporting chal-
lenges to raise money for charities supporting mental health issues and lifesaving mater-
nal healthcare for mothers and babies.  

Further information about all of the activities planned throughout the term will be sent to 
you nearer to the time. Please speak to me if you would like to get involved with any of 
this term’s topics. 



And finally........ 
If you have anything you wish to discuss about your child’s 
welfare or development, we have an ‘Open Door’ policy and 
are happy to arrange a convenient time for you to speak to 
myself, Kirsty or your child’s key worker. 

 

For general information about the nursery our website is 
always a good first port of call… 

www.montessorinurseries.co.uk 
 
We’re really excited about the new term ahead and hope 
that 2020 is happy and rewarding for all of our families! 

Kind regards 

Catherine. 

Some important reminders... 
 

• Applying for school places 2020: Please be aware that parents with children due to 
start school for the first time in September 2020 will need to apply for their child’s 
school place by 15 January 2020. Parents must apply by this deadline for the best 
chance of getting their child a place at their preferred school. 

• Please ensure that the contact details that we have for you in nursery are up to date 
with any changes to telephone numbers, addresses etc It’s vital that we are able to 
get hold of you in an emergency.   

 
• 30-hr funding: Hopefully by now, all parents will have passed their 30-hr HMRC code 

to the nursery. Codes with a start date after 31st December 2019 will not be val-
id until the Summer Term.  

 

• If you’re already 30-hr funded you’ll need to pass a valid renewal date to the 
nursery as soon as possible, if yours expires before the start of next term on 
6th January 2020. 

 

• The term and holiday dates for this academic year and the next are available on our 
website to assist with your forward planning. 

    
Childrens House Hours, Fees & Holidays 

http://www.montessorinurseries.co.uk
http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays/

