Chrysalis
Newsletter
Welcome back...

Autumn Term 2019

… to the Autumn term at Chrysalis!
We hope you all enjoyed a wonderful Summer Holiday and have now received your ‘All About
Me’ butterfly bunting. We’re looking forward to seeing your creations!
Thank you to everyone that gave us gifts and cards at the end of the Summer Term, your
thoughtfulness and very kind words are really appreciated by all staff. It certainly was a
lovely Summer Term with all the glorious sunshine but also sad to say goodbye to some of
our leavers, some of whom had been with us for nearly 3 years! We wish them all well on
their new adventures at ‘big’ school.
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We hope that the School Readiness information we gave to their parents, and activities the
children took part in, will ensure a smooth transition for everyone. Good luck to our Class of
2019!

Page 2

Chrysalis Newsletter

Our project last term was ‘Minibeasts’ and our children were fascinated to learn about
the world of tiny creatures that are all about us.
They discovered that about 97% of creatures on Earth are invertebrates or minibeasts,
and chose which particular minibeasts they would like to learn about.
We thought that you might like to see some of the fun activities they enjoyed…….
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Spiders...
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Snails...
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Bees...
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Caterpillars & Butterflies...
We learnt about butterfly life cycles and
watched as our real-life caterpillars
turned into beautiful butterflies which
we released in the nursey garden.
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A very big thank you to
Mrs Ridgway who made
us a beautiful butterfly
gift!

The lovely summer sunshine also found our children minibeast hunting in the nursery
garden……
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We also enjoyed
the company of
some larger
beasties in the
form of our
guinea pig Sorri,
who has now
been joined by a
new companion,
Squiggles!

The children love to care for our nursery pets
which gives them a sense of responsibility and
teaches them about caring for others.

Chrysalis Newsletter

Page 11

Our Zoolab visit this term tied in very well with our minibeast theme, as well as introducing
some larger animals in the ‘Wriggle and Crawl’ themed workshop.
This gave us a chance for some great physical activity as the children imitated the animals
that they met.
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The summer term is always the time when we embrace the outdoors and enhance our
children’s learning outside of the classroom.
The pictures below will give you a flavour of just some of the activities the children
enjoyed…..
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The ‘Creation Station’ in our outdoor pavilion provides a large range of small parts to encourage our
children to free their imaginations to build, weigh,
measure, sort, manipulate, control and change
while they play.
The materials come with no specific set of directions and children can turn them into whatever
they desire.
This invites conversations and interactions, and
encourages collaboration and cooperation.
Loose parts promote social competence because
they support creativity and innovation, which are
highly valued skills in adult life today.
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Planting and growing vegetables such as beans, carrots, potatoes and peas is always extremely popular.
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The children were particularly keen to smell
and taste the herbs that they had grown.
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Of course after all our hard work
outside, nothing can be better
than a cooling visit to the icecream parlour ...

This fun role-playing activity brings in many areas of learning as the children practice their
counting skills when ‘buying and selling’ ice-creams; labelling assists with mark making; and
acting out stories with their friends as they imitate the adult world builds your young
child’s developmental skills.

The process of pretending builds skills in many essential developmental areas. When your
child engages in pretend (or dramatic) play, he or she is actively experimenting with the social and emotional roles of life. Taking turns and co-operation all help with personal development.
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Arts and crafts are always an important
part of the curriculum we offer at Chrysalis, giving our children the freedom to
express themselves creatively.

Last term we talked about the famous
artist Jackson Pollock, and how he used
different techniques for creating his
paintings.
The children were keen to have a go and we tried several different methods including pulling string dipped in paint across our paper, spin colour mixing and fabulous splatter painting
in the nursery garden.
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Our teacher Lucy came up with a
great way to encourage development
of mark making and budding writing
skills by setting up a ‘Super Heroes’
mark making area.

This was extremely popular, and a great way to
engage our children and
help them to develop the
fine motor skills necessary for learning to
write.
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Development of numerical skills is also extremely important as the foundation stone to understanding the world of maths.
As usual, we enjoyed a great workshop from Barney at The House of Maths. Barney helps
our children to think about numbers, shapes and patterns in such fun ways.
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We’d like to say a big thank you to Sofia’s grandma who arranged for a terrific Raptor and
Reptiles Centre visit to the nursery to celebrate Sofia’s birthday.
Our children were thrilled to see and touch a range of different snakes and lizards, as well
as some beautiful owls.

The children learnt that owls with black eyes are ‘nocturnal’, owls with yellow eyes are
‘diurnal’ & owls with red & orange eyes are ‘crepuscular’ (active during twilight).
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We hope that all of our daddies enjoyed receiving their Father’s Day cards! The children
really liked making these for you, and worked hard at their cutting and gluing skills!

Our children were fascinated to learn that this year was the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon Landing. On July 20, 1969, Apollo 11 touched down on the lunar surface, safely
delivering Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin — the first humans to land on the moon.

To celebrate this amazing milestone for humanity our children made some ‘moon craters’
and we talked about how air from the balloon provides thrust in the
same way the engines propelled the rocket to the moon.
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Our project for the Autumn Term is
‘Animals from around the World!’
This popular project encompasses a wide range of learning opportunities including the
types of animals that can be found, what they look like, what they eat and how they move
about.
We do like the children to lead us with ideas about our termly project. We’ll be encouraging them to choose the animals they would like to learn about in the week ahead and we’ll
tailor our activities to suit their choices.
Additionally, if your child has any favourite animal toys/books etc that they’d like to bring
in and share with their friends, this would be most welcome.
If you would like some more information about what we might include in our project so
that you can extend your child’s learning at home, please click on the link below…
Autumn Term Project – Animals from around the world.
We’ll also be looking at the changing seasons, will see the return of our annual ‘Pumpkin
Week’ (a very popular one with the children and staff) and will be talking about Fireworks
Night. More details of these events will follow via email notifications, so look out for them
in your inbox!
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Chrissie the Butterfly
For those of you who have not had the
pleasure of a visit from Chrissie yet, she is
a toy butterfly that each week comes to
visit one of your homes and spend time
with your families.
It is kindly requested that the children/
parents record their adventures, with pictures or drawings in the special book that
accompanies Chrissie, which your child can
then share with their friends and teachers
in nursery.
Once your child has shared their experiences with Chrissie, they can pick the next
name out of a hat to choose who Chrissie
visits next!

Staff Training
More than half of the nurseries that responded to the recent National Day Nurseries
Workforce Survey, said they will spend less on staff training in the year ahead due to
rising business costs, squeezed budgets and underfunding of childcare places by the
Government.
At Chrysalis we feel that staff training is vital to ensure a well-qualified and motivated
team to care for your children. We encourage vocational training by covering the cost
of any courses our staff would like to attend, and paying for their time whilst attending
the training.
Over the last year in addition to the normal mandatory
courses such as Safeguarding and Paediatric 1 st Aid, our
staff have completed training in ‘Incredible Beginnings’,
the use of Phonics in the Early Years, Food Handling and
Preparation, NSPCC ‘Pants’ safety training to help keep
children safe, and attended Safeguarding, Communication
and Literacy, and Inclusion Conferences.
We’d like to congratulate all those who have worked hard
to enhance their skills.
We’d particularly like to say well done to Lucy Mitchell
who’s now qualified as a Nursery Practitioner completing
her NVQ Level 3 Early Years Educator certificate.
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New for this Term...
Nursery Security
We’re continually trying to improve the
nursery, and the safety of our children is
always high upon our agenda.
Over the 2 week break our owners have arranged for a new mag-lock buzzer entry
system to be added to the small gate to our
outside play area and also the front door of
the nursery.
This will ensure that no child could leave
the nursery unnoticed by our staff, and also
that our team will have complete control
over any adults entering the outdoor play
area or the nursery building.
Although we’ve never experienced any safeguarding incidents of this type in the past,
we felt that this addition to the security of the nursery would be very beneficial to our
children - helping them to keep safe, and giving our staff greater confidence in our
safeguarding procedures.

New for this Term…
Childhood Immunisation
We’ve been advised by our professional body, the National Day Nurseries Association, that
cases of measles (which can be a nasty illness that can sometimes result in some quite severe complications) have been rising year on year.
To help us to monitor the children in the nursery, we have produced some new forms that
we will be asking parents to complete, giving details of the immunisations that their child
has been given.
Although immunisation is not compulsory, and is a matter of parental
choice, we would recommend that
you speak to your health visitor or
GP to get all of the facts about the
benefits of immunisation before
taking the decision to leave your
child unprotected.
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Some important reminders...
•

•

Lunch Boxes
Whilst we have a small fridge to accommodate some lunch boxes, others need to be
stored in a cupboard at room temperature and so we request that ice packs are included in ALL children’s lunch boxes, even if they are insulated ones. Additionally,
we are trying to reduce waste in the nursery as part of our commitment to reduce,
reuse, recycle. We’re finding that children are increasingly being given too much
choice in their lunch boxes and are often overwhelmed by the quantity of food leading to food wastage. Please provide healthy food of appropriate quantities to the
child’s age. Snacks are provided to children throughout the day and so no child will
go hungry! For further advice regarding portion size and healthy lunch box ideas
please follow the link below:
https://www.firststepsnutrition.org/eating-well-early-years
There’s no need to bring your own water bottles to school as each child is provided
with an individually named water bottle at the start of each session.
Messy Play at Chrysalis

A session at Chrysalis can involve working with some very messy substances, such as
paint/glue/sand/mud and whilst we make every effort to protect clothing with
aprons and waterproofs, we request that you send your child to school in clothes
that you don’t mind them getting messy in.
At Chrysalis we like to think that the marks on your child’s clothes, the pockets
filled with sand, the paint in their hair are the indicators of future architects, artists and scientists in training!
•

Toys/Items from home in Nursery
Whilst we welcome your child bringing items into nursery to ‘show and tell’ with during Circle Times, we kindly request that you remind your child that after Circle Time
such items will have to be placed in box for safe keeping for the rest of the session,
so please discourage them from bringing in anything too precious/valuable. We understand that some children may need to bring some form of comforter with them.

•

Lost Property
Every term our lost property box gets fuller and fuller! Please try to name as many
items (clothing, lunch boxes etc) as possible so they can be returned to you much
sooner. Our lost property box is situated on the top shelf to your right as you enter
the front door.

•

Contacting Chrysalis
If you need to contact us at Chrysalis out of hours, for instance to inform us that
your child will be absent/ has taken any medication before their attendance with us
etc please email chrysalis@montessorinurseries.co.uk as both myself and Kara (my
Deputy) have access to this mail and can access the information if one of us is not
on site. As always, should you wish to contact either of us separately you can do so
either at perdy@montessorinurseries.co.uk or kara@montessorinurseries.co.uk

•

Key Worker Appointments
Please be reminded that for one week each term, usually just after you receive your
child’s termly Progress Plan, there will be the opportunity to meet with your Child’s
Key Worker more formally. We’ll send out an email regarding this at the time.

•

School Photographer
Our school photographer, Jerry Fenner, will be at school on Tuesday 22nd October
from 9.15am for individual photographs. The children love a visit from Jerry, he is
excellent with the children and they love to watch him setting up all his equipment.
Again, an email reminder will go out about this nearer the time.
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•

Parking
A polite reminder that parents are not allowed to park in the Hayeswood School car
park. Please be certain that everyone who drops off or collects your child is aware
of this important regulation that is to ensure the safety of all of the children.

•

Up to date contact information — It’s so important that yours and your emergencycontact’s details are kept up-to-date so that we can get in touch with you should
there be any need to. Please check that the information we have on our records is
correct.

•

No nuts please!!!
Chrysalis is a NO NUTS school as we have a child on site with a nut
allergy.
Please could all parents be vigilant as to what they put in their chil
dren’s lunch boxes, as any item that contains nuts will have to be rem
oved by staff and this will include items such as chocolate spread sand
wiches!

•

30-Hour Funding
Parents of children who claim 30 hours of funding need to be sure that they update
their eligibility online every 3 months and pass their new date to us in nursery –
please make sure you let us have your new date urgently if yours expired during
the holidays, so that we can claim the extra funding for your child this term.

•

Nursery term and holiday dates
and other info can be found on our website using the link below to assist you with
your forward planning.
Chrysalis Hours, Fees & Holidays

And finally….

We’re looking forward to another action-packed Autumn Term at Chrysalis and welcoming some new
friends to Chrysalis too. We will try to settle all new
children as quickly and as sensitively as possible, we
know this can sometimes be a tough transition for
your child (and you!) so please always feel free to ring
and ‘check in’ if you wish.
We operate an ‘Open Door’ policy and welcome feedback and discussion with parents at all times. Should
you wish to discuss your child’s progress or raise any
issues please speak to a member of staff, either your
child’s Key Worker or myself and if needs be, we can
make a mutually convenient appointment time.
I do hope I haven’t overloaded you all with information! Remember our website is always a good first
port of call for general information about the nursery.
www.montessorinurseries.co.uk
Here’s to a fantastic Autumn term ahead!
Kind regards

Perdy

