
Childrens House 
Newsletter 

Welcome back ...  
Autumn Term 2019 

… to the Autumn Term at The Children’s House!  

We’ll be pleased to see some familiar faces and also welcome lots of new families to the 
nursery. We always do our best to settle new children sensitively and if any parents are 
feeling a little anxious about leaving their child for the first time, rest assured that your 
child’s key worker will soon be getting to know all about him or her, and forming a close re-
lationship with your family.  

Firstly, I have to say a big thank you for all of the wonderful comments, cards and gifts 
from our parents at the end of last term. You made us feel very appreciated, and some of 
your kind words brought a tear to our eyes! 

 

Last term was an important one for preparing our school leavers for starting big school in 
September. 
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The end of term gave us a chance to celebrate their achievements and for them to say 
goodbye to their teachers and friends.  

We were very unlucky with the weather which forced our planned school-leavers garden 
party indoors.  

However, the children still enjoyed some indoor games and party treats and we recorded 
their dance, choreographed by our lovely dance teacher Claire, so that the space limitations 
didn’t prevent their families from enjoying the experience. 

This is an exciting time for both children and parents, and we wish our Class of 2019 all 
the very best at their chosen schools.  



In the last week we also held some special celebrations tied in with last term's Travel Pro-
ject allowing all of our children to say a fond farewell to their friends leaving for big 
school. 
 
The week's theme was 'Countries Around the World'.  
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On Monday Finley’s mum-
my talked to the children 
about Poland. We dressed 
in red and white, the col-
ours of the Polish flag and 
enjoyed some Polish cakes 
that she brought in for us 
to try. We learnt where 
on the globe Poland is 
found and their national 
emblem.  

On Tuesday we dressed in 
blue and white for the 
Greek flag. Rosie’s mummy 
taught us a fantastic 
Greek dance, and Geor-
gio’s mummy talked to us 
about where his family 
come from and brought in 
a yummy spinach and feta 
pie which we ate at snack 
time. 
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On Wednesday we learnt about South Africa. We dressed in red, green, yellow, white, black 
and blue and Aaron’s mummy showed us the colours on the South African flag. We learnt 
about some of the animals that live there and even tried playing a South African drum! 

On Thursday it was New Zealand day, and we 
learnt how to perform the Haka, a type of an-
cient Māori war dance.  

Haka is a fierce display of a tribe's pride, 
strength and unity. There was lots of foot-
stamping, tongue protrusions and rhythmic 
body slapping to accompany a loud chant.  

It was great fun!  

We also made some great star prints and rec-
ognised the shape of the stars on the red, 
white and blue New Zealand flag. 

We’d like to say a huge thank you to the 
mummies who made this week so special 
for us all!  We had an amazing time and 
it was a lovely ending to our term. 



During the Easter holidays we celebrated Easter with the children by making some yummy 
chocolate Easter cakes and practiced our cutting and gluing skills making Easter cards for 
their families.  

We had great fun pinning the tail on the Easter bunny and of course it just wouldn’t be the 
same without our traditional chocolate Easter egg hunt!  





Our project last term was ‘Travel’ and our children told us they particularly wanted to learn 
about all the different ways that they could travel about. We thought you might like to see 
some pictures of some of the activities that they enjoyed … 

Buses 
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Hot Air Balloons 
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Cars…  
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We even set up our own car wash!  



Page 12 

Trains… 
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Rockets… 



Tractors... 
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Bicycles... 
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We used paint to express ourselves……… 
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and incorporated lots of counting, colour matching and sorting activities…… 

Our children led us with the choice 
of vehicles, and really enjoyed the 
travel theme! 
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The summer term of course gave us lots of opportunities to get out into the lovely sunshine 
and enjoy nature, and in particular the nursery sensory garden which really came into its 
own this year!  
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They also enjoyed lots of their own planting and 
growing activities including planting sunflower seeds 
to grow over the summer holidays… 
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We hatched butterflies from caterpillars in the nursery, and released them into the 
garden where we have lots of plants that they love. This led on to some great butterfly 
artwork and activities…  
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We also discovered about frog life cycles. The children carefully looked after our tad-
poles and were fascinated to watch as they hatched into froglets that we released into 
Rushcombe’s school pond. 
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Outdoor play allows our children the freedom to learn outside of the classroom environ-
ment. Here are some great pictures of them enjoying some of the wide range of activities 
that were offered last term in the lovely summer sunshine… 
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Recently there has been much talk of children’s wellbeing and mental health generally. At 
the Children’s House we encourage happiness, kindness, resilience both physically and emo-
tionally, and we provide a calm environment where our children feel grounded, cared for and 
are able to learn, express themselves and flourish.  

There are many ways we can encourage mental and physical wellbeing including use of pup-
pets, stories, circle-time discussions, kindness certificates and simple mindfulness and yoga 
practices… 

Mental Health & Wellbeing 
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As usual, we had our termly visit from Barney at The House of Maths. Barney helps our chil-
dren to think about numbers, shapes and patterns in such fun ways. His aim is to ignite an 
early love of maths, which we hope the children will carry with them to school and beyond. 

House of Maths 
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We’ve also been promoting 
storytelling in our play house 
this term. Our teacher 
Michele came up with this idea 
as a good way to encourage our 
children to develop imaginative 
skills by choosing their favour-
ite stories to act out.  

When it comes to storytelling, 
children are naturally gifted 
and once they get the idea of 
telling stories in this fashion, 
they can be encouraged to 
make up their own in the same 
way.  

Language skills and extension 
of vocabulary naturally occur 
with this activity, as does the 
building of self-esteem and 
confidence. 

We’re pleased to report that, after an inspection last term, we retained our 5-star Food 
Hygiene rating by our local Public Health Authority which means that we are fully compliant 
with all food preparation and storage regulations.  

Well done to all our team for their consistent standards in this area.  



There is nothing more fun than getting messy and the new mud pie kitchen in our nature ar-
ea will give our children lots of opportunities to do just that! 

However, there really is so much more that can be done with a mud kitchen than just mak-
ing mud pies, and so many opportunities to encourage children to explore different learning 
experiences year-round.  

Development of 
fine and gross mo-
tor skills from 
mashing, stirring, 
whisking and pour-
ing; Role play to 
help with develop-
ment of communi-
cation and lan-
guage; Personal 
development in 
turn taking, co-
operation and 
team building; 
Mathematical 
skills in counting 
and measuring and 
Literacy in mark 
making and label-
ling. 

More than half of the nurseries that responded to the recent National Day Nurseries 
Workforce Survey, said they will spend less on staff training in the year ahead due to rising 
business costs, squeezed budgets and underfunding of childcare places by the Government.  

 

At the Children’s House we feel that staff training is vital to ensure a well-qualified and 
motivated team to care for your children. We encourage vocational training by covering the 
cost of any courses our staff would like to attend, and paying for their time whilst attend-
ing the training.  

 

Over the last year in addition to the normal mandatory courses such as Safeguarding and 
Paediatric 1st Aid, our staff have completed training in Childhood obesity, Autism Aware-
ness, Exploring Children’s Learning in Partnership with Parents and attended Safeguarding 
and Inclusion Conferences. We’d like to congratulate all those who have worked hard to en-
hance their skills. 

 

We’d also like to say well done to Lucy Barnett who’s been accepted and started training for 
a Foundation Degree in Early Years Teaching.  
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Staff Training 

New for this term: 
Mud Pie Kitchen! 
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New for this term: 
Outdoor Kitchen! 

New for this term: 
Childhood Immunisation tracking! 

Children love nothing more than to 
mimic the things that they see in the 
adult world. Our new outdoor kitchen 
in the sand play area will enable bud-
ding chefs and home-makers to 
roleplay cooking in the oven and mi-
crowave, and washing clothes in the 
washing machine.  

 

Imagination-driven play builds your 
young child’s developmental skills. 
The process of pretending builds 
skills in many essential developmental 
areas. When your child engages 
in pretend (or dramatic) play, he or she is actively experimenting with the social and emo-
tional roles of life. 

 

Imagination allows children an unlimited freedom to work on their ideas and inter-
ests. Children can work in their own way and manner to realise their wishes and 
dreams. Imagination helps your children to probe and explore the world around them and 
create an orderly idea or meaning for their future life. 

We’ve been advised by our professional body, the National Day Nurseries Association, that 
cases of measles (which can be a nasty illness that can sometimes result in some quite se-
vere complications) have been rising year on year.  

To help us to monitor the children in the nursery, we have produced some new forms that 
we will be asking parents to complete, giving details of the immunisations that their child 
has been given.  

Although immunisation is not com-
pulsory, and is a matter of parental 
choice, we would recommend that 
you speak to your health visitor or 
GP to get all of the facts about the 
benefits of immunisation before 
taking the decision to leave your 
child unprotected. 



Our Project for the Summer Term is  
‘People Who Help Us’! 
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We’ve already been talking to our children 
about this great far-reaching project which 
not only looks at the different people who 
help us in our communities such as doctors, 
teachers, vets and firefighters, but also 
how we can help one another.  

 

The children have started to think about 
what they would like to include, and have 
been preparing some great displays to put 
up in the nursery to complement our theme. 

 

If you would like to see a little more infor-
mation about the types of activities we 
might include in our project this term, 
please click on the link below… 

Autumn Term Project Link 

http://montessorinurseries.com/our-project-for-the-autumn-term-is-people-who-help-us/
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We will also be talking about Autumn, includ-
ing hibernation of animals and Autumnal festi-
vals such as Diwali and Fireworks Night. 

And of course, we mustn’t forget about 
Christmas!  

The children are always really excited 
about this festive holiday and enjoy lots 
of fun activities including our Christmas 
Party and a visit from Santa himself!  

We will be sending out information about 
our planned Christmas activities nearer 
to the time.  

Please do let us know if you prefer your 
child not to take part in our Christmas 
celebrations. 



And finally........ 
We’re really looking forward to a fun-packed Autumn Term 
ahead. If any parents or family members would like to get 
involved with any of our planned activities, please do speak 
to a teacher. The children are always excited to welcome 
visitors to the nursery! 

If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s de-
velopment or welfare please feel free to make a convenient 
appointment to speak to myself, Kirsty or your child’s key 
worker. 

Kind regards 

Catherine. 

Some important reminders... 
 

• A polite reminder that it is against Rushcombe School regulations to access the 
nursery by the steep slope leading from the staff entrance in Hanham Road. Please be 
certain that everyone who drops or collects your child is aware of this rule to ensure 
the safety of all of the children and maintain our good relations with the school. 
Rushcombe School Rules are a condition of attending the nursery and can be seen by 
following the link below. 

Rushcombe School Information 

• Up to date contact information— It’s so important that yours and your emergency 
contact’s details are kept up-to-date so that we can get in touch with you should 
there be any need to. Please check that the information we have on our records is 
correct. 

  

• Parents of children who claim 30 hours of funding need to be sure that they update 
their eligibility online every 3 months and pass their new date to us in nursery – 
please make sure you let us have your new date urgently if yours expired during the 
holidays, so that we can claim the extra funding for your child this term. 

 

• Nursery term and holiday dates and other info can be found on our website using the 
link below to assist you with your forward planning. 

    
Childrens House Hours, Fees & Holidays 

http://montessorinurseries.com/rushcombe-school/
http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays/

