
Chrysalis 

Newsletter 

Dear Parents and a warm welcome to 

any new starters. 

The spring term saw a lot of changes 

at Chrysalis and we’ve had some really 

positive feedback from you all. Thank 

you! 

We would like to make you aware 

of some of the bigger changes in 

our structure and routines to keep 

you all “in the loop”!  These can be 

found on pages 2 & 3! 

 

Welcome to the new-look newsletter! 
 

We also have a round-up of last 

term’s major projects and details 

of what’s to come this term. 

Summer Term 

2017 

Welcome to the new-look Website! 
I can be found at the same address ... montessorinurseries.com ... But I’m much easier to navigate and have loads of 

information, links and pics... 

http://montessorinurseries.com/
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up with structured and planned for 

learning outcomes in both child and 

adult-led activities. At the end of 

each session’s  ‘Work Cycle’, all chil-

dren are given the opportunity of 

‘free’ (unstructured) outdoor play to 

use the bikes, climbing equipment 

etc as they wish. 

Children respond really well to 

FreeFlow as it allows them to make 

choices which are then validated by 

the staff and their peers. 

We have introduced a ‘FreeFlow’ 

system to the morning & afternoon 

‘Work Cycles’ which means the chil-

dren get to choose their favoured 

learning environment (indoors or out-

doors). 

During the ‘Work Cycle’ time BOTH 

the indoor and outdoor areas are set 

FreeFlow 

Throughout the day all children have 

access to an individually named wa-

ter bottle. The children are very 

good at knowing to only drink from 

THEIR bottle and to ask a teacher 

for help if they need to. This has 

proved to be a huge success. 

The introduction of ‘Rolling Snack’ 

throughout the ‘Work Cycle’ has 

been another success. The children 

find their name card, place it on the 

snack table, wash & dry their hands 

then serve themselves at the buffet

-style snack bar. Once they have 

finished their snack they then post 

their name card in the post box. 

With this system in place, the ‘Work 

Cycle’ is uninterrupted and the chil-

dren are gaining greater independ-

ence. 

  

Rolling Snack 

Reflection 

At the end of each session for about 

10 minutes we are ‘re-grouping’ the 

children to have an opportunity to 

reflect on that session’s learning and 

activities and also for the children to 

be involved in decision-making as we 

plan future learning. 

To minimise disruption to these dis-

cussions can we please ask parents 

and carers to wait outside the class-

room until a teacher signals you to 

enter. We appreciate some children 

need to be picked up early on occa-

sion and we will continue to accom-

modate this by having their 

bag/coat ready at the 

door. This avoids unsettling the 

other children in the session. 

Here are some of the initiatives we introduced 

last term... 
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Each session in circle time, the children are given 2 pictorial snack choices. We 

use a green token voting system to choose which snack they prefer. The teach-

ers then balance the choice with another option. 

Snack voting 

Counting Attendance 

Teacher-led Activity 

(recent ones include Road 

Safety, Inside our Bodies 

& French) 

Snack Voting 

  

At the beginning of each session all 

children are encouraged to join 

teacher-led Circle Time. All our 

teachers take turns to lead and the 

format is roughly as follows: 

Welcome Song 

Circle Time 

Parents Suggestion box 

We have introduced a ‘Parents Suggestions’ box so you can be involved in 

the planning of new topics and make your own suggestions and comments 

about your children’s learning. We’d really love to hear from you!  

Welcome Faye! 
The more eagle-eyed among you will al-

ready have noticed the newest addition 

to the Chrysalis team, Faye Samways, 

who joined us last term from Rainbow’s 

End Montessori School.  

 

Faye has a Montessori Diploma, is a level 

3 Early Years Educator and has a special 

interest in outdoor activities.  

 

 

 

 

Several of her suggestions are al-

ready in place including rolling snack 

time which has been extremely suc-

cessful in promoting positive behav-

iour and independence in our chil-

dren. All of the staff and children 

have welcomed Faye into nursery 

life.  

 

It feels as if she has always worked 

here! From this term she will be-

come Vice-Principal of Chrysa-

lis. Congratulations Faye, our whole 

team is happy to have you on board. 



Book Week was enjoyed by all and 

we’d like to extend a special thank 

you to all the parents and grand-

parents who came in to read to the 

children.  

in the garden are able to do so. 

Thank you to our teacher Alison for her great sugges-

tion to extend and ‘gate off’ our kitchen area to make 

it safer and easier to use. We’ve spoken to our builders 

and will be arranging to get this done as soon as possi-

ble. 

We’ve been making great use of our quiet room 

to provide a role playing area to inspire our chil-

dren’s imaginations. They loved trying on, buying 

and selling shoes in the shoe shop which even had 

a foot gauge for the children to measure their 

feet. 

Our teacher Elaine also made us an amazing doc-

tor’s surgery with a treatment couch, x rays and 

medical equipment and  a curtain to pull around 

the bed. Recently the children have also been 

enjoying ‘taking their pets to visit the vet’. Some 

teacher-led role modelling of a vet soon had the 

children confidently taking on the role them-

selves.For children, role play is essentially learn-

ing through play. It is a fun and a ‘playful’ activ-

ity where children get into character and act out 

a real life role or situation. Stimulation of the 

imagination is an important part of learning. 

We’ve also made our summer house a ‘Quiet 

Zone’ for the outdoor area so that children who 

want to read or chill out in a calmer environment 
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Shoe Shop to Doctor’s Surgery 

Chrysalis Newsletter 

 

The House of Maths workshop was 

a huge success. Barney tailors his 

show to the early years age group 

challenging our children to find fun 

in every day mathematics. Num-

bers and shapes abound! 

  

House of Maths! 

Last term’s activities... 

Book Week 



‘Purple Week’ saw the nursery turn 

purple to raise money & awareness 

for the charity Epilepsy Action 

and to raise awareness about this 

condition which affects one of our 

current pupils.  

 

 

Purple Week! 
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During the week our children and 

staff came to school wearing items 

of purple clothing. 

We decorated the nursery… 

…and had fun with purple themed activities… 

Our cake sale and fabulous Purple Art gallery 

raised over £200 which the nursery owners 

have doubled. 

 

Thank you to all the families who supported 

this and to our children who were heard 

proudly telling their parents about ‘pepilepsy’! 

  



Our topic for this term will be ‘In 

the Garden’ which will make the 

most of our outdoor area in the 

warmer summer weather. 

During the first weeks of term we 

will be introducing the children to 

the new topic and getting them in-

volved in the planning process so 

they are fully engaged with their 

learning. 

We will apply a suitable high protec-

tion factor hypo-allergenic sun 

cream for outdoor play unless you 

provide us with a named container 

of your preferred sun cream for 

your child. 

Please ensure that your child is 

dressed in clothing and footwear 

appropriate to the weather and has 

a labelled sunhat available to wear 

outdoors. We will try to give you 

advance warning if any particularly 

messy activities are planned so that 

you can dress your child accordingly. 

We would welcome any ideas from 

parents for topic based activities/

themes for our ‘In the Garden’ pro-

ject this term. Please let us know if 

this is something you’d like to get 

involved in. 
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In The Garden! 

Project for the Summer term... 



Zoolab was also a popular attrac-

tion. The rangers keep our children 

fascinated by the different work-

shops they provide for us on a 

termly basis and this term’s Chi-

nese New Year theme was thor-

oughly enjoyed by all.  

‘Chinese New Year’ Week is always 

a favourite with the children espe-

cially using chopsticks to sample 

noodles and prawn crackers. 

This naturally led on to some 

‘Chinese Restaurant’ role play! 

We also made a fantastic dragon in 

the nursery. Thanks to our teacher 

Lucy for this great idea and for 

leading us in Dragon Dancing!  

You can find out more about them 

and the work they do on their 

website: http://www.circus-

starr.org.uk/ 

We are once again proud to make a 

donation to what has to be one of 

the most beautiful charities in the 

UK, Circus Starr. 

 

Circus Starr is a touring circus 

boasting world-class, professional 

artists from across the globe. It 

was first founded in 1987 and pro-

vides free seats for thousands of 

disadvantaged, disabled or vulner-

able children, whilst helping to 

raise much needed funds for local 

charities. 

 

Circus Starr 

Chinese New Year 
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According to the Chinese 

2017 is not only the year of 

the Rooster but the year of 

the Fire Chicken!!  

Other news... 

http://www.circus-starr.org.uk/
http://www.circus-starr.org.uk/


Last month we were awarded a 5-

star Food Hygiene Rating by our lo-

cal Public Health Authority which 

means that we are fully compliant 

with all food preparation and stor-

age regulations. Well done to all our 

team for their consistent standards 

in this area. 

The authority has asked us to pass 

on food hygiene information to our 

families. Important facts and links 

can be found here: https://goo.gl/

M6v3CZ  

 

We need to remind parents that 

lunchboxes used during warmer 

weather should be insulated and con-

tain a cool-pack. 

As you know, we’re collecting 

Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers. 

This year the scheme ends on 2 

May so please bring in any you have 

at home.  
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 Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers 
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Food Hygiene 

 

The Infant and Toddler Forum have 

a free guide to protecting children 

from tooth decay. The final page is 

for parents and provides guidance 

and tips which you may find useful... 

http://

www.infantandtoddlerforum.org 

A report by the Faculty of Dental 

Surgery at the Royal College of sur-

geons has linked the rise in dental 

decay in very young children to the 

sugary diets many still have. 

 

Shocking 24% increase in tooth extractions performed 

on children aged 0-4 in last decade 

https://goo.gl/M6v3CZ
https://goo.gl/M6v3CZ
http://www.infantandtoddlerforum.org
http://www.infantandtoddlerforum.org


This month families can now access 

more funding for 3-4 year olds. We 

have an NDNA factsheet about this 

specifically for parents if you are at 

all unsure about qualifying or how to 

claim. 

It’s available directly from our new 

website here: https://goo.gl/

RhpvZu  

 . If you would like a printed copy 

please ask Perdy. 

As well as current schemes, Child-

care Choices introduces Tax-Free 

Childcare and 30 hours – two new 

offers that are coming in 2017. 

To find out more about the new and 

existing offers, and how they can 

help you, go to the Childcare Choices 

website today 

at  www.childcarechoices.gov.
uk 

Childcare Choices brings together all 

the government childcare offers in 

one place for the first time. The 

new Childcare Choices website 

makes it easy to find out what’s on 

offer. 

Use the Childcare Calculator 

at www.gov.uk/childcare-

calculator to see what offers are 

available to support you and your 

family. 

Parent feedback is always really 

important to us so we would appre-

ciate it if you can complete a short 

survey.  

Those of you on our mailing list will 

be emailed a link to the survey. 

If you can’t wait then you can find 

the survey here: https://goo.gl/

SLqKzR  

 

Parent Survey 

Changes to Funding 

The Government has brought together information for all new schemes to assist with 

childcare costs called Childcare Choices... 
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https://goo.gl/RhpvZu
https://goo.gl/RhpvZu
http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator
http://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator
https://goo.gl/SLqKzR
https://goo.gl/SLqKzR


 

And finally…. 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank my 

wonderful team of staff: Faye, Alison, Elaine 

& Lucy. All of them are as passionate and 

dedicated as I am to your children’s educa-

tion and welfare. I really couldn’t do it all 

without them. 

Perdy 

If your personal details change at all do make 

sure the nursery has your current information. 

This also applies to your emergency contacts. 

These are kept at the nursery so please do ask to 

see them from time to time to check they are 

current. 

 

Please let me know if you want to change sessions 

when we return in September 

 

If your child has younger siblings who will be coming to 

us please make sure you have completed a registration 

form as early as possible to reserve their place on the 

waiting list. 

 

Term dates for the current and next academic years are 

available on our website under Chrysalis - Hours, Fees & 

Holidays 

May I take this opportunity to remind you that your 

child’s key worker is always happy to talk to you about 

your child’s progress. Please feel comfortable to speak 

to us about anything likely to affect your child and their 

development at nursery. 

 

Lunch Boxes – please help us to continue our healthy eat-

ing drive. No nuts and avoid chocolate spread sandwiches 

please! Also, if you are providing grapes current advice is 

to cut them length-ways. 

 

A gentle reminder that parents are not allowed to park 

in the Hayeswood School car park when dropping and 

collecting children. It helps us to maintain our good rela-

tionship with the school who allow us to use their 

grounds and play equipment for our children to enjoy. 

Please remember... 
This is an important term for those going on to big school in 

September. We have a leaflet with some tips for getting 

your child ready: https://goo.gl/rlQaR3  

Hayeswood School have provided us with some uniforms for 

the children to use in role-play which helps enormously with 

their transition to school. We are contacting other local 

first schools for their help with this. 

A separate letter will be sent to all leavers with details of 

parent’s evening and our graduation ceremony. 

Dates for your Diary... 
Individual Photos – Tuesday 16th May 

09.00 – 12.00 

Group Photo – Tuesday 6th June 10.00 

http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays-2/
http://montessorinurseries.com/hours-fees-and-holidays-2/
https://goo.gl/rlQaR3

